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Lilah

We wanted to thank everyone at L.E.A.R.N., especially Lilah's foster mgg
for connecting us with such a wonderful companion. In September we @ =
our 11 year old black Lab, Lambo, to cancer, quite suddenly. We soon e
discovered that our house wastgempty without a dog in it. We were verj}
fortunate to find out about your rescue organization and to meet Lilah arjii
foster mom. It has been a match made in heaven. She is everything she
seemed to be and more. She enjoys playing outside at oupiropalty,
under supervision of course. Has been well house trained from the start
minds very well. She loves people and everyone loves her. As she is on
year and 8 months old we hope to have her with us for many years to cq
Thank you for fillinga very important need. We would certainly recomme
your organization to anyone wanting a Lab in their life.

~David and Patra Smith
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Sam

We j ust c¢ amgoodthisga agbouelnECARNhand we are so
grateful to them for matching us with Sam. We said goodbye to our dea
friend of fourteen years in December 2007. After a couple months of
mourning the loss it became more and more evident that our home grea
missed the energy only a four legged friend can bring. Our search for a ¥
dog was complicated by the fact we had a son that was just a year old. \ G
coul dndét take the chance of brins 8" oy
with children was questiobé. My husband found L.E.A.R.N. and we soo__ % oA .
realized it was the missing link. It required nothing but a bit of patience f~

us and trust in the wonderful volunteers to find a match for our family an P
our unique situation. We, of course, had our sighta young dog with the

Afreshnessd of the memory of our recent | o0oss
soft spot for the older labs. Something so unique in their presence captivates us and draws us to then
promised ourselvese woul d scrutinize each detail and n
succumb to so easily. But that all flew out t
drawn to him and went with our gut. We are so glad we dith 8§ wonderful addition to our family. Our
little guy is two now and he and Sam were fas

| want to say thank you so much to Samds f odot
the difficulties of driving long distances with a toddler was symbolic of the generosity and compassion
L.E.A.R.N. in general. Christine and Mary have both been so supportive and attentive to our needs be
after adopting Sam. As with any adiopt, there is an adjustment that can be tough on the dog and on th
family. Thankfully, we had nothing but a few minor adjustments to work out but we never felt we were
working on them alone. We are so happy to be part of the L.E.A.R.N. family. It izzarketf committed,
generous, resourceful, and compassionate people. It plays such an important role to our community &
pl ayed such a speci al role in our | ives and i

~The Lutz Family
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Payton and Tobi

We adopted Payton (FKA Minnow) in 32007 and Tobi (FKA Montana) i
August of 2008. When we adopted Payton, we had another black lab na
Lady who passed away at the age of 5 from cancer in June 2008. Payto
Lady were best friends. She taught him everything from sitting for treats
protecting the house from strangers. When she passed away, my husba
| were beyond heartbroken. We noticed Payton also seemed to be very
depressed, not eating, looking out the window all day for her, etc. We w
not sure if we were ready for anotherd, but when we
picture, we thought we had to at least meet her.

It was love at first sight. She and Payton started playing right away and
knew it was the right thing to do. They now play constantly with each ot
and us. Tobi follows Pagn around everywhere he goes. He has gone fro
the follower of our beloved Lady to the leader of the house! They both have a

ton of energy and are both very affectionate dogs. We can not imagine life without them. They have b
added so muchtoour fapi, we candédt thank LEARN enough for
foster families for providing them such loving homes.

~Kari Smith and Chuck Martin
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Luke (formerly Lenny)
Hi LEARN Friends!

| am doing very well at my new forever home with Mom and Dad\echa
and Raegan, but | miss Mike since he's at selvaohtever that is. | get alon
well with the two cats, Skootch and Snickers, and | like to watch the golq
in the aquarium. That darn cockatiel is just plain noisy.

I'm learning to be obedient, as afuas I'd rather do my own thing. | know
what are my toys and what are human toys, | sit and give- gametimes
both, I know down and stay, | take my cookies very nicely and let Mema
walk first so | don't bump her. My mom says when a human is 88, slget
hurt if bumped. | love my crate with its nice soft blankets; sometimes | |
go in there to sleep when | feel like it. At night, | go in my bed in Mom's
room and wait until she tucks in my blanket before | go to sleep.

Most of the time | behave reglvell. When | goof up, | learn pretty quickly.
Like, I learned if | roll in goose poop, | have to go in the big bathtub and get washed three times. That
fun!

My brother Raegan and | go outside a lot since we have two whole acres to ourselve&ldad ence
thing that buzzes if we try to get out. Raegan loves to chase and fetch a ball, but mostly I like to chase
and then carry it around in my mouth while chasing Raegan. We both get pooped out and then get a
cookie when we come in.

| hate, hate, hate that leash thing and especially any collar with the leash. Mom says | have to go to s
(there's that word again) to learn to walk on the leash or | can't go to therapy dog training. Mom says
be a great therapy dedf that means more cookies, I'm for it!

Thanks so much for rescuing me and helping me find this great home. I'm a very, very happy dog. | Ic
family, and my family loves me.

~Love, Luke (formerly Lenny)
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Rusty

Two Labs are better than one, right? Any righihking LalbLover knows
that! So, when we had to have our elderly Black Lab Jesse put down, wt
started looking for a companion for ourselves and eygakold Black Lab
named Dixie Doodle.

We adoptd a Chocolate Lab from LEARN on 1/19/08. LEARN believed '

Buddy would make a great hunting dog & we were hoping to find a lab tl
would enjoy hunting, although not a necessary skill for us to want to adc
lab, it certainly was a plus. His original LEARNmMe was Buddy, although
our neighborhood already had 2 dogs named Buddy. Buddy haskbbi
coat, with the top layer a rich dark brown and the under layer a very bea
reddish rustolored brown. My wife and | both said, "Obviously, his namée:
shouldbe Rusty" so "Rusty" he became.

Rusty spent the first month getting used to us while we were getting use, =
him. He knew "Sit" and "Come" but not much else. After a month with us\'\\ AN

Rusty was doing well. He was fitting in with our-B8nute morning walks,

our 20-minute evening walks, and the rest of our daily routines. He was showing himself to be the typi
-- loving, gentle, smart, and eager to please. By then he had added "Lie Down, Stay, Kennel/No Kenn
Noise, Heel, Leave It, Off" and a few etis to his list of commands. He had also established a firm grip
our hearts and became a ffilddged member of our pack. He and Dixie Doodle slept by our bed at night
kept us company during the day.

It was time to encourage emergence of the hurstkilts his canine mother and father had passed on to hi
He learned "Fetch, Dead BirdFetch It Up, Hold, Drop It, Too Far, HuEm-Up" and is learning how to
guarter a hunting field. We also visited the trap range to hear the "Big Bangs" as heugiuinaed to the
noise of shotguns. He got his first retrieves of bird wings and then of dead birds. He really enjoyed se
for them when I hid them in our yard. Then he got to retrieve some live birds, which he didn't quite kn
what to think of at fist, but which he took to rapidly.

Then he was ready for the field. We worked him on a few planted pheasants at a game farm. He thou
was great fun. He picked up the scent of some of those birds at 50 yards when the wind was blowing
us. Hewas VERY interested in them, and very busiAddss And, what a nose!

Today, November 16, 2008, Rusty had his very first "Real Hunt". He picked up the scent of a pheasal
about 30 yards "baeWind", trailed the pheasant as it ran through heavy cotgypsed and watched it when
it held, moved with it as it ran again, and then flushed it. He watched as the bird flew and then fell at t
sound of the gun. He marked the spot some 50 yards away from him, ran to it, picked up the bird, turr
in a busimsslike manner, brought it to me. | was SO proud of him!!! | told him so, too! He grinned with
pleasure as if to say, "This was great fun. Let's do more!" So we did!

Quite a path- from homeless, to new pack member, to trained indoor family pet andchpwotinpanion. All
in 10 months. Gotta love those Labs. And LEARN.

W ey |

~Tom & Sheri DeKarslm
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Ringo

Hi All, it's me, Ringo!! Or RingeBingo as mom and dad call me when I'm
being goofy! | just wanted to send an update and tell you how great life i |
my FOREVER home! Lo

| came to LEARN mielJune of this year with my 3 brothers after those nat
storms and flooding. | was between 3 and 4 months old then. Foster moi®
dad met a nice lady named, Denise, up in Madison to pick me up. | o
immediately decided I liked my foster home which is in a cool rural settir: )
so | started working on convincing my fesfolks that | should live with
them forever! It took me a little more than a month, but | convinced thernr
they adopted me! You see | am such a happy little guy and managed to
lot of fun and joy to the house. | would do silly little things likerkbat my
reflection in the entertainment center window or chase a fly across the
kitchen floor or just sit and grin at you with my tongue hanging out!

| have an older sister, named Jewel, who turned 12 a couple weeks after
showed up. | try really harad e polite to her cause she doesn't always like to play. Sometimes mom al
do have to remind me not kiss her so much. Mom says I've been good for Jewel though cause she is
happy with me around and seems to have more energy too!

| have learnedasvery much since coming home. | even get to go to school every-wiek thing mom calls
obedience school. And, mom and dad help me do 'home work' every day. Now, | do have to admit the
still a puppy and like to get into mischief now and agaiohiMsays this summer was the 'Summer of Rinc
cause mom and dad made sure they spent a lot of time with me to help me learn potty training, walkir
leash, and loads more!

Any way, thanks again to everyone at LEARN for rescuing me! | just wanted yowwotkat because of
you, | have a great life and am a very happy boy!

RINGO
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Oliver

We just wanted to greatly thank you for the addition of Oliver to our
household. He is a great dagd fits in well with the rest of the dogs. He is
very loving and has made us a better family.

Thanks,

~Nick and Cathy Excell
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Maggie

Our family would like to hank you for facilitating the adoption of our dog
Maggie. We adopted Maggie at the end of July. Our 3 young sons
immediately fell in love with her, and we are glad to report that the love «
still continues. When we went to the foster home to madn¢he first
time, we decided to adopt her that night. Once in our home, she seemeg
partial to "collecting” our socks, baseball caps and shoes. We have wor
through that annoying habit at this time. She has a high energy level for
old dog yet she is very gentle and friendly. We had to teach her to walk
out pulling while on a leash and now she is doing much better. She love
walks, going for car rides and playing fetch with the tennis ball and Frisgss F°§
We are very happy with her andesis a welcome addition to our family. Wi §
are grateful to LEARN for providing such a comprehensive and valuablef
adoption service. We would highly recommend your services.

Thank you!

~The Antczak Family
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Duke & Maxx

This summer we had to put our 13 year old black lab, Bear, to rest. We
started talkingtoward he end of Bear o6s |1ife
Bear was gone and we started talking more seriously, my husband rela
wanted to adopt an older dog since he knew it is much harder to find ho
for these old guys (and gals). | was reluctut adopting an older dog a
didndot want to go through the he

When we were ready for our home visit with L.E.A.R.N., our grandchild
down in Florida started looking at the web site to see who was available
adoption. They emailed to let us know that they thought Maxx would be 7
good dog for us to look at. We let them know that we had to wait until our
home visit was fAofficialo. Three da
would be a good match and, | o and b
bed situation.

From the very first night that we brought him home, he has been a wonderful addition to the family. Al
about a day, he settled higin and felt like he was a member of the family for several years. Maxx is aln
10, but | swear he acts like is about 2. He has so much energy and is always ready to go running. | th
Godbdbs way of granting me afterwdlyad hinm getook hindto Igwa Ciy it
agett oget her. At first, he followed us around,
want to be left. After a day, he figured out we were staying too and he started to hang outenitheotivers
of the family. He and our greaiece, Maggie, soon became best friends as Maxx figured out she was tt
food source. Maggie was eating pretzels and was feeding them to Maxx, sticking her hand inside his
which point he would delicatelgmove the pretzel and lick her. She thought that was pretty awesome.

Just a few days after we had Maxx, Christine contacted us to see if we would be interested in looking
who was almost 9. She knew we were interested in having a second dog ashad twao dogs in the past.
Again, | was reluctant as my initial compromise with my husband with getting an older dog was that w
would get one just a few years younger to spr
decided he soundditte a great dog and one we needed to adopt.

Duke also has turned out to be even more wonderful than we thought. Duke came to us with his belot
a paper bag that sat on our dining room floor for his first few days. By the fourth day, we weréhgting
and all of a sudden Duke started to remove his toys from his bag one at a time. We decided he was s
was calling us fihome. 0 Maxx then went and pok
buddy?o

We are feeling very bissed to have Duke and Maxx in our lives. As reluctant as | was to adopt older dc
am thrilled. | have decided if we can have these guys and love them for even just a few years, then th
what i1t is and we ar e v e rforanything &g wouldl encooragé athers to th
about adopting some of these older dogs when they are looking to adopt.

Kudos to L.E.A.R.N. for their dedicated volunteers both in placement and foster families. We will be
and patrons of this orgeration for life. ALY
-
)
~Kathy and Bob Hess LEARK (\\5,
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Rex

.... —

Here is my story, it is rather sweet. There | was at my foster family's ho
when along came some people who wanted to adopt me. Luckily my fos
mommy was not happy that | would be left alone 10 hours a day. Then s
called a family that thoughhey had decided to wait to adopt a dog since
they were about to have another baby. Well, they met me, and lets just ¢
stole the show, and they signed on the dotted line.

It was not more that 4 weeks later and we all welcomed a new addition t
family. Now | have a 15 month old hanging on me, and a newborn keepiis
me up at night. | can handle that just fine. My mom and dad are here alds =
mom is a stay at home mom and | am barely ever home alone. My dad &
me he will be home for the next 6 weeks well.

My daily life means playing with the little one, and running in the yard. There is, what they call an
underground fence, luckily | am a fast learner and have only been zapped a couple times. | also get rt
excited around 6:30 when we go farraightly walk. | am still working on the jumping when | meet new
people, but that is coming slowly. I still get the run of the house, and except for eating half of Grandm.
have been an absoute gentleman. Oh wait, | do sometimes push my waly gewndigg the little one flying,
ok, not flying, but stumbling.

My family wanted me to include a note of thanks for getting them back into the lab scene after puting
their lab in early June '08. The little one does not say much, but what she déds®ays dog. There was

no way to know how much she missed having a dog around, but with me being here, | know she reall
a dog around, and truly does love having me around.

Thanks LEARN, Your Happy Lab friend REX!!!!

BE W R g W W W W g W
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Ginger

Ginger has brought nothing but sunshine into our lives. She wakes up
everyday with the curiosity to explore the world and has the energy to d
She absolutely loves trips to the dog park, our daily walks around the lal#

dates with other lab owners and friends. This summer Ginger has been §
to catch the little chipmunks that run around her backyard but, has yet t¢
so. They keep her very entertained. This comingn§pGinger will be ‘
enrolled in classes to begin training as a therapy dog. She is very gentle
friendly but, needs to work on controling her excitement when meeting &
people. Like all labs she has a love for people that is neverending. We I
to sharat with others through therapy work. Thank you LEARN for bringi
Ginger into our lives.

~Robin and Charlie Huttar

W W W LW LW LW LW W W
Abby

It has been a month since we welcomed Ainlby her new forever home anjes
after just a few days, she settled in and started showing us the depth of &=

goofy personality and good nature. She has proven to be an amazing res&=——
(both on land and water) and her personality and drive reminds es of h =
6newdé ol der sister Maggie when sg
the nickname AMiss Wi gglesdo as s
her tail. We dondét know much abo
and is growing happier everyag as we understand each other better. Ad
can enrich peoplebés lives. Two d
thank LEARN for the opportunity and for all of the good work that they d
rescuing wonderful dogs from tough situations.

Thanks!

~Steve and Darlene
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Rupert

Rupert is doing great and he is so happy. He is blind now and has some
thyroid issues, but that hasn't slowed him dawall. His favorite things
include trying to get into the chicken coop in my parents yard, rolling in t
grass, and laying down outside and smelling the air. He and Duchess a(
snuggle together sometimes now, and he even sleeps on a doggie bed
he isn't on the tile in the kitchen or the bathroom in what we call the "Ru
Ball".

He also checks over the house weekly and sniffs every bookcase and k
knack to make sure things haven't moved. Sometimes when we come h
we also discover that lieas been enjoying the stereo system. Rupert spef
most of his time making people happy though. The vet and vet techs lov.

and give him lots of treats, and he is often invited over to visit with both sets

of grandparents and to visit my husband affitieestation. He is very popular with little kids because wher
decides to really sniff you it tickles a lot!

I hope you like the Rupert pictures. We take a lot of pictures of the dogs because we think they are ju
cute and funny. Thank you so mudr helping to match us up with Rupert, we couldn't live without him!

~Meaghan & Kris

LEARN. /
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Morgan

Hi Foster Momand Dadll 6 m home! ! ! Forever h
much for the months of love and care and the emergency spay to save
life, and for finding my forever home. | have been here about 6 weeks n¢
I included some pictures aswygan see...
My very elegant profile, in bed with Harry the Hedgehog, with my tennis
ball, and SWI MMI NG. You didnodét k_
didndét have a pond on the farm. | #
anotherplac@ i t h e Isomktimesqgust ho for a little swim out a ways |
and back and sometimes dad throws
to get and bring back. My large webbed paws make me really fast in the water.

Mom likes to walk with me. | am really good on the l&adhe city. | stop and sit at the corner at every blc

. . : X
. = P
Lt e oLl vun O

See, | really have become Acity dog. o0 They fo
scolded. | do know where my yard lines are both at home and the lake, but | sometirfibertad® When
dad yells, fAwhere do you belong? Get over hea

have been to another place a couple of ti mes

There is lots goig on, and generally | stay pretty close. | really like being with mom and dad. (They cal
il ov e Opbutpamy8.dllove the car. When they are getting ready to go soméwgenerally the lake,
or home again; | sit right at the car waiting to getDad lets me into the back seat. Then | know | am saft
and can lie down and wait for the car to move.

Anyway, just wanted to say

thanks, and everyt

LEARN. /
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Keller

wei ghed in at 66 poundsééHe | ove,
back yardtowherehean just run around | i kg
sweet and |l oving boy and we have
best personality and is just a happy go lucky guy.

There is really nothing he candt
any helpto getting off of our King size bed on his own because that is wh %
he sl eeps right smack dab in t he

yell ow | abééHaving Keller has be

are far outweighed by the hours of enjoyiniee has given us and the

patience he has brought back into our |iveséw
Regards,

Sharon C. Alwin

{abirador educ
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Auggie & Allie

Hi, we wanted to let you know how well Auggie and Allie are doing. Aug
had been a stray with mild heartworm, and was estimated to be about 8
old. He was due to be euthanized when L.E.A.R$¢ued him. His foster
mom, Donna, nursed him through his treatments until we were able to b
him home in March, 2007. He is a gentle giant with the children in the
neighborhood and wants nothing more in life than to chase his ball and E
close to youAllie was an owner surrender that we just adopted at the age of 9 in January 2008. Her gi
might fool you into thinking she is docile, but she has a ton of spunk and can run faster than we woulc
ever thought. She also loves to bury her badinow banks and then dig them out.

We go for long walks everyday, on weekends they get to run and meet other dogs at the dog park an
summer they will go boating and swimming. Whe
on the fbor by our feet so he can get his belly rubbed by our toes and Allie loves to jump up on the co
snuggle into you.

Sometimes people wonder how we can adopt seniors; but we value the qudétwefshare with them,
rather than concentrating on the quantity of time. Having a senior dog bond with you and learn to trus
fully is truly a gratifying experience for all involved. Thanks to L.E.A.R.N. Auggie and Allie have found
forever hone with us for however long that might be.

~Wayne & Susan Johnson

L.E.A.R.N.d&ds mission: To assist in the rescue of unwant e dptidnand referdab In ad&iteon, we e v
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Rilee

Hi guys! It's Rilee! (aka Meadow :) e
I've been amy forever home for two weeks now and | am so happy! | hal
an older sister, a chocolate lab named Belle. She is only 2 years older tt
and she has lots of enery; we have lots of fun playing together. As a ma’.
fact we play nonstop! Our favorifesttime is destroying toys so Mommy =
says we can only have rope toys and Nylabones now.

| also love to run around and wrestle with my sister in the back yard. My Mommy and Daddy say | am
smart! | am quiet in the kennel, | learned right away howtoesin from the outside and sit pretty for my
treat. Daddy taught me to sit and shake and wait to eat breakfast and dinner.

| get to go everywhere with my parents, I've been to my Aunt's house to visit my cousin Mac, he's a
Shepherd/Husky and he lovegimp and play with me and | got to go to my Grandparents house too! I
mellow, my Grandma and Grandpa think | am a perfect little angel, apparently my older sister wasn't ¢

At the end of the day | love to cuddle and my favorite place to hainig ourled up on the couch with Belle
or my parents.

Thank you LEARN for rescuing me and finding me my forever home!
~Love, Rilee
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Tucker

Hello, everyone, Tucker here!

| 6ve been in my forever home for one month no
two brothers: Harley, a 1@earold chocolate Lab, and Cody, a thig=arold

yell ow Lab. Cody is a LEARN eand, too. Theyodre
hel ping me get in the swing of things here. S
quite a few things from my people and from watching my brothers:

-l dondédt jump on the door and scratch |i ke a

anymore. | sit by the door and jusve a little bark.
- | sit and wait for bowl at breakfast and dinner time.

-l know how to fibe politedo to get a treat. Th
and take the treat gently.

Best of all, I stopped count dlhave foad atireguiat timés evety i
day. And | grabbed a piece of pizza that my dad had soaked with something called Tabasco Sauce. F
his pizza that way. |l didndédt and | dondét take

Me and my mom are going to this placde@lobedience school every Saturday and they say | am fast
learner. Me and Cody also get to go to this place called doggieptayone day a week. We just get to rur
and play and jump and chase there al ileydbéings,tdo,

but I candét go visit the old folks at the | oc
calm down some | <can go. | 6d | ove to help out
At home, | 6m al ways busy wi t h mponsabdesiroyimgtoys! We dure

do a good job of ripping the stuffing out of everything. Me and Harley are really great at playing tug ur
rip apart. Me and Cody really like to just play chase through the house. Bo, my cat brother, stayarout «
way!

Mom sent a picture of me, one of me and Cody and one that should have been me and Harley. | walk
just as she was taking it, but Harley looks so handsome she sent it anyway!

Thanks for reading and bye for now!
~Love Tucker
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