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Jake (a.k.a Sherlock)

Hello,

We just wanted to drop a line to thank you again and say what a great
addition Jake / "Sherlock™" has been to our family. Jake's mellow perso
hasmade him Best Friend to Bailey, our chocolate Lab, even our 2 cats
him. He was pretty thin when we adopted him, he has filled out and has
beautiful coat. He definitely likes getting treats from our children. His
favorite activity is taking long watkwith us.

~Terry & Cindy Sykora
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Sierra

Hiallyou L.LE.A.R.N. fans!'l t 6 s S kirgiinrtoagivecelieeyane an
update on how I 6m doing i n my n
since my adoptionFor st arters, | 6ve | ost ¢
ldosaysomyselfl al ways had the juiswel H
My brother SaM and | get along great and | also have a boyfriend namé
Finnegan.He is my neighbor and is a chocolate laleven give him kisses
once and awhileAs a gener al rule I 6m go
them; although lreallydo6t | i ke them at all S
especially if they getinmyfacd. want everyone to know tha

qgueen!! If the new dog goes on a walk with us, it gives me enough time to feel that they are part of r
and | 6m t h aemevewoif they amerydpungaeand obnoxiodso u know t he f am
saying- i Dogs t hat wal k |havgydefinitelg madepeogresaih thisiageh and mom
continues to work with me to be tolerant of all dolysy new dad took maunting a few times this past ye
-1dve got a great nose anllsdddmhuatdgno at®dwgustiFess h
maybe you saw me making grass angels when my
camera when heas taking pictures of me on my land retrieldy mom and | attended a basic obedienc
class last year and | won the blue ribbon on our graduationNshrother and | now take turns attendin
anonrngoi ng advanced obedi en mee rabbtia ens.Otlaentkan thal Ifovedte f
hang out with my new family and play with my toys and stuffed aniinakpecially the puppy toyd.am
either Iiving my |Iife all over again or wanof
those foster puppies into my housdy mom hasnét figured out whi ¢

Labby Hugs and Kisses and Butt Wiggles,

~Sierra (Sam, Geno and Mary Beck too!)
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Jakey

Hi all,

Just wanted to give you an update on Jakey, who we adopted from Led#®
back in late 1999! He is an old man now, a bit arthritic and slowing do
but still our best friend. Just wanted to thank you for all the years of joy
Jakey has brought us and let you know he's still our happy, faithful pup! Jake

really has been a wonderful gift to our lives and famile really love him. Our daughter Casey was jus
months old and our son Alex was 4! And Jake was around 5.

~Chad, Colleen, Alex, Casey and Jake Hoover
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Nicki

ere are some pictures of Nicki who was an adopted LEARN dog 1 1/2 ®
years ago.She is so sweet and loves it hesigh us. She isvery well z* ol d
behavedsweet, and has brought fun energy to our hotise. allergies are
under control, and she minds better than her brother Sam.

(3

[

Nicki is in a dog photography show at the Sunroom Cafe on State St. i :
Madison until Dec. 11, 2007The beautiful smile did if)

~ The Sweeney's
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Luke

Hello everyone,

My name is Luke (Lukey Luke) and | found my forever home thanks to
everyone at LEARN! The people at LBEA are very nice and helpful. | a
so grateful to them.

We | | l et me tell you, things co
saying how lucky they are to have me and how much they love me. | th
am lucky too; | have a little human brother Logan wéwes to hug me and
call s me AUteyo. I also have th
they think they run the place but we all know who the BIG dog is.

| have taken an obedience class with my mom, which was fun. | won a blue ribbon for thd besfer!! |
sometimes get in trouble but my mom says it is her fault because she is not used to having a big do
(So || ate some cookies off the counter éwas t
there!) We all go for walks evyday, sometimes twice. When | was first adopted and we went for walk
people would stop and ask what happened to me because | had been shaved a little for some tests,
that my hair is all back they stop to say how adorable | am. We gotoouf fiien house at
dad throws tennis balls into the water and | chase them and see how many | can fit in my mouth. | ¢
swim all day | ong. I love all my new friends
Hour 0 and claof wmhreende carbewwer to play. Wow was that fun! (There was also a carrc
|l eft unattended for a biténeed | say more.)
had a photo shoot at a local humane society. The possibilitiesra®| ess. You haven

Thanks again to everyone at LEARN for taking such good care of me and finding me my forever hol
hugs and kisses everyday.

Love,

-Luke, Vince, Le Ann, Logan, Molly, Maggie and Muffin :)
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Max

My name is Max. | was adopted in May 2007 in hopes that | would be &
buddy to Gidgette, who was adopted from LEARN in February 2005.
Gi dget t éther, Merlm,idiedeunexpectedly in May and she wass
lost without him. The minute we met, she was like a new dog. | love
Gidgette. She | ets me use her as
very social at the dog park and approach dogs nicelyaflgt | love
everybody and am a great snuggler.

Icameto LEARNwelt r ai ned, so | 6m a quic
doors to let Gidgette and myself in the house. | also open the door to p

on the baby when s he o sBirthdagagulyiss . o
this year. 1t wasnodot too much different than
lot of attention. We go for a-ile run every morning, play fetch in the backyard, and swim almost eve
day.lleapreallydr i nto the water. On days that we do
dog.

-Max
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Simon

We couldn't have found a better dog than Simon if we'd goadteeder.
Simon came to us about four months ago as a rather rambuncijeas Gld
(one vet said he's2/2 and another said 4, so we settled on 3), who did
have very good manners. He knew two commands: "sit" and "no," but t
like down, stay, andome were just not in higpertoire A few weeks of
obedience training and lots of practice fixed all that.

His greatest joy in life is chasing his tennis ball and with seven acres of
space behind our house he has plenty of space to do that. Yheainl
distractions the things that will make him go totally deaf to any commar.
- are squirrels. God put them on this earth to entertain Simon and he céau:
understand why they don't want to play with him. He'll look at a rabbit and won't give |trr.dstbought
but squirrels are most of the time just too much fun.

Simon is a great dog and we can't imagine not having him around. Enjoy the pictures!

Bill & Paula Cate
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Gracie
Dear Learn:

It's been about 4 months now sinagas adopted into my new home and
Mom says | have come a long way in these last 4 months.

Mom and | are extremely active and always seem to be on the run. All
Mom's friends have dogs so | get to play almost everywhere | go! Mom
takes me up nortivhere | get to go hiking in the woods but best of all, 1 g
to go swimming the entire time | am there and boy does that tire me oul®
rarely have to be on a leash because | want to be close to Mom all the =
hear her telling people that | am a vehedient girl. | sure do get a lot of
compliments! People are always saying what a beautiful girl | am and e
time someone pets me they say how soft my coat is.

Thanks Learn for helping me to find a place | could call home and what a huge help ybedraue
helping Mom be a good leader for me!

Gracie

- g LW e
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Emma

Dear LEARN,

I thought | should | et everyone
LEARN. | came from somewhere in Northern Wisconsinice lady
saved me from being gi vBoydidhleky ¢
out!! | wrapped my foster family (especially my foster dad) around my
fingers and | never leftl made them what is called foster failures.

| was sick when | was adopted; | had a disease called AM@ade me be
much quieter than my normalnsenality. My parents thought they were
getting a sweet, amazingly calm pupga! Where they wrong'They got me

heal thy and | havidavélkeenlacrused efgpulibggponek s i nce.

over on my parents, but | mk Afemal lian thelittlagirl, girlk grl, a
Emmagoat, and all sorts of other names | 06ve |
| have 2 older and bigger lab brothers, but | boss everyone arbundnay be small er ,

eventually my brothers givie to what | want.We all love to play together though. t di dndt
become great friends and partners in crif@er favorite game is tug; our favorite crime is stealing what
Mom or Dad accidentally left on the kitchen counter thatmmgy. |1 know its wrong, but people food is sc
good!

My mom took me to lots of puppy classes and now | go to agility clasges.to run, jump and climb so |
love it. | heard my mom say something about becoming a therapy dog, but who Khavirsvolves treats,
I 6 m |jushtwanted to thank LEARN for taking me in and thank all the foster homes for what you dt
Great |l ittle dogs | i ke me wouldnot be safe w
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Barley

Dear LEARN,

We wanted to thank you for bringing Barley (Boone) into our lives. We [,
had Barley for a little over a month now and it feels like we have had hi *-\_
forever. He loves going to the dog beach and playing in the water. He r:'
knows howto sit, lay down, come, and walk on a leash right next to you

is the pride and joy of our family. We cannot say enough great things about
him or LEARN. We tell everyone we know about LEARN. We would also like to thank the Marshall's
foster family) for taking such good care of him. They were so nice and answered all our questions, tf
great people.

-Jillian and Chad Russell
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Gypsy

We adopted Chili in 2002 from LEARN and had such a great experieng
and we thought we were missing something.

When | saw Mocha, now Gypsy, | immediately fell in love and knew we
to meet her.From the first day they were inseparabWhatever they &
doing, they are never more than a few feet apart, as you can see from
pictures.

Thank you from Jody & Michael Vega
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Ellie

Hi Everybody!

| just want to give you an update since being adopted in March of 2005;

| have adjusted well in my new home with my Labbie brother Jake and
sister SunshineMy Mom and Dad thik | am really special also!

When | first got here | did not know what the wet stuff in our yard was and plunged head first into the
My brand new Dad fished me out by the scruff and | became very skeptical of that stuff and the boa
My new Dal spent weeks patiently getting me to walk on the pier, teac
A7 4 me to swim and finally conquering my fear of the boatsw as you can
see, | am the Queen of the pontoon boat!

= My family and | have discovered | have some health problems but we
working together to keep these issues in chédk.brother Jake likes to

~ play hard and likes that stuff my Dad calls huntihgvill have none of that
~ and prefer to be with Mom taking long walks or helping out at some of

s LEARN functions.

Thanks again tbEARN for saving me, especially to Lois Toll for coming
to get me, my foster Mom Marnie for taking care of me while | was waiting for my family to find me &
Kathy Butcher for matching me with my family!

Love: Ellie Louise Erickson, Dan, Michele, Jake&s&nshine too!

{abrador edud
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Gidgette

HelloT My name is Gidgette (formerly Bridgette). | answer to Bridgette, i
Gidgette, Gidgy, T
Gidgy-Goo, etc. | was adopted February 5, 2005. When | was first adog™. ",
woul dndt | ook at o
anyone and my tail was always between my legs becausesovezsired.
|l 6ve come around quite a bit wi

t

brother (Merlin), and feline si
(unl ess he/ she is holding a bal
shyaroundtsr anger s, but wil |l |l ick Chez Whiz off s

will play fetch with anybody.

Merlin and | get a lot of exercise. We run everyday and go to the dog

frequentl y. I n the summer, we (¢
swimmeratfirst but Merl in taught me hc
'splash so much. Now I 6m really

"~ excited sometimes that | stand on the back of the couch.

| get along great with the new baby. When she cries, | go up to her cril
check on her. My mom and dad ar
without me.

{abirador education
A
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Chelsey

Hi There!

Remember me? My name is Chelsey, and | had the AMAZING good fol
of being rescued by LEARN in the fall of 2006 and fostered by the best, ~
FosterMom ever! And then just when | could hardly believe my luck, | |
became even luckier! Ondvember 19th, | was adopted by such a

wonderful, loving family in the best forevome ever! They call our homég
"Camp Torrey" and life here just couldn't be better. My new mom and O
have decided that November 19th is my birthidagood day to start lifall

over with no worries whatsoever.

Here | am with Max, my near$2-yearold
big brother. He takes such good care of
! We are a great brothsister team: he's my
& steady rock, and whenever | feel a little
nervous about a new noise or something, |
"Z just look to him and see that all is@K. We love to curl up together, asy
p® . can see. because of somethlng called "arthritis”, he doesn't have a go
. “to stand on, so when we're outside in our backyard with all the pine tre
do Max's running for himHe sends a WOOF to alert me to birds and bunnies, and oh boy! Do | ever
after them! Then, after | chase them away, | run back to Max, so we can wag our tails together over
well done. One of my new nicknames is "Sweet Chetsey'. Isn't that nce?

| need to brag a little bit. | graduated last month from obedience school, and now I'm enrolled for "ac
degrees". | really love going to school every week with my Mom and Dad, and my self confidence is
growing by leaps and bounds. At home, Mord &go on two long walks every day, and I've met so ma
nice people in our neighborhood. | sit very politely while people pet me, and I've learned how to hav
best manners walking on a leash.

| could go on and on! There's so much to say! Maybe tigsisall: even my fur coat has become thick a
wavy and so shiny! My dad says it's as if my coat is wagging, too. As | said at the beginning, | feel s
lucky. My Mom keeps reminding me, though, that THEY are the lucky ones to have ME. Now, how
wondeful is that?

Sending all my thanks and Labbie love,
Chelsey
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Spartacus

It's been three months since Spartacus (fka Gus) joined our family, so
the news: Spartacus has adjusted very well to all the noise and all the
kids still at home!) He loves to go for runs with Dad and walks with Mo
and the kids. He has a doggie backpack that we strap on him and he's §
charge of the water bottles abdwl. Wearing the backpack makes him fe

important, like he has a job to do. :

Since he joined our family, he's gained
about 30 pounds, which is great, since he
8 was underweight. He's weighing in at 80 |
2 which is just about right for his body type.
We're feeding him Blue Buffalo organic
kibble, and his coat is very shiny and
healthy. He's also very tall, with long, long legs, like a pony. We call hi
our own "dog and pony show"! He loves to fetch and go "bobbing for
frisbees” as you can see from thes. He loves to swim and will jump i
any body of water that he finds, which isn't hard, seeing as we're two blocks from the Fox River and
great trails! We recently found out that he has webbed feet! | didn't know that was a Lab trait, bsiitl ¢
is!

He finished as one of the top four dogs in his first obedience training class, and has graduated to "o
training, starting next week. He's 80 Ibs. of power steering, so we felt it was really important to get h
well trained and wiemannered. So far so, good, although a jar of peanut

butter left on the counter is fair game! '

Now if he'd only leave the kitties alone.....they definitely don't like him t¢
much! He just wants to play, but of course they don't know that! Sparta¢ 4
also has a dog sister, our-§&ar old Bichon, Holly Furface. She likes him| s
enough, except when he gets a little rambunctious, she puts him in his &
It's quite funny to see a 15 Ib. dog bossing
around an 80 Ib. dog! You can see one of: &
their standoffs irone of the photos.

Spartacus is just about to celebrate his 1st birthday. Thanks for placing
with us! He's been a great addition to our family.

S Jonathan and Diana Kruse
= Caitlin, Kevin, Stephen, Andy, Lia and Amy
Batavia, IL
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Cody

Hel | o! |l 6m Cody, and | adopted
we forget to write to LEARN and
d i dtaké lbng for me to make this place my home! | love playing with

big brother Harl ey, a chocol ate
called Bo who is a Siamese cat. He sleeps a lot and likes to curl up wit
and Harl ey when i tabHarleyie years youkger simad -

| joined the famiyiand hedés | ost nearly 20 pounds! He a
time running, chasing, jumping, grabbing téyall those things that make
for a great Labbie day!

| also get to g the doggie play park where | can swim. | have a half acr
yard at my house, so | have a lot of work to do in it every day. No matt
how many times | chase those squirrels away, though, they just come
Then, thereds t hat npelarddarleygadné day

each week and sometimes we get baths there. | have a really great tin
the people there tell my mom that me and Harley are really good and t

made a lot of doggie friends!

As for my family, | trained them well. | take nrmyom on a long walk every
morning, then again every afternoon when we take Harley with us. My

and | play ball and chase every day. And there is someone called a ‘
fiteenagero in the family. He has AW .
tochecktheromut and keep an eye on what theydre do
because they usually give me an extra treat! Sometimes they take me for car rides to the park with 1
like that a lot. My mom and dad tell me that | get to go with the boys because latmeocli 6 m a
magnet 0 whatever that is. As long as the boy
call s me and -A-Norsl eesydo tbheec aiiuPsoek ewe bump her arm
get her attention. Thanks LEARMIr taking care of me and helping me adopt a great family!

Wendy Scheel'l am so fortunate to have Cody! He is such a sweetie and has brought so much to ot
home!"
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Savannah

We are having a blast with Savannah. She is a bed hog at night and st¢
my covers. But most of all she stole our hearts. She is a part of our fa
now. My daughter loves to play with her and give her kisses. Our chocc
lab, Zoe, ha her new best friend. They play and chase each other ALL |
DAY!!l We thank you for making a perfect match for us and will continu;
to update you on her progress! '

-Brian, Misty and Eliana Lindstrand

- W g g g w
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