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Stoli

Stoli was about 10 years old when she came to live with me almost a y
ago.She was tense and worried at first, but after a couple of weeks she
to relax and get used to her new routiséer a few months she finally
startedo let her cheerful personality come out, as well as some questio
habits like surfing the garbage paNe have the house rules straightened
now, and she is a real pleasusée still has plenty of playfulness and a
moderate energy level thatmate s my own, but s heods -lehavedinte house
and as pleasant and sensible as a mature dog should be.

She is a wonderful companion, and a perfect fit for my Tifeanks to everyone at L.E.A.R.N. for matchir
me up with such gerrific dog!

Amy Ronner
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Dudley

Now that | found my new family | figured I'd give LEARN the inside sco
on my new lifel was through multiple homes in my short ldae tono fault
of my own.l needed owners who could understand mehaatiol me learn
what | needed to do to become a great dbgfamily tells me that | brighte
their every dayThey do the same for me.

| have been through basic obedience which was a great learning experienceMgrmman brags and tells
everyone | was gery quick learner have been to the dog parks in my area and it is great fun to sniff"
other dogs and run and fetch the ball. In my previous life | wasn't socialized with other dogs so learr
to interact and play has helped realize that maeng other dogs is fun!

| have been camping, hiking and fishing with my new family. | have leal
~ to swim and | love the wateram my Dad's fishing buddy except when |

~decide to jump in after his catch of the day. | can't helphi# flopping
fishies make me want to retrietieemand bringthem back to him!

My best friend is my sister Bella, the yellow
dog in the picturéWe are inseparable,
wherever shgoes | follow.l love to spend
time with her playing, swimming, running
snuggling.My brotherCooper is a senior lab so he's glad to have us
youngsters out of his hair.

Did | forget to tell you that I love the hose? I'd play with the squirting w
all day long if | could, even when I'm getting a bath.

Well that's about all for now.just waned to make sure | thankédEARN for all that they have done for n
and for finding my forever family.

Dan, Robin, Bella, Cooper and Dudley Kassees
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GUinneSS(formerly Bert) -. ‘4:.‘4.‘

| wanted to share with you my adoption story. | am a black lab that wa
adopted Nov. 30, 2003 from Madison, WI. My name was Bert, but my ry
family renamed me Guinness, after my dad's favorite beer (THANK GC :

took her for a walk. When we got home from that walk | knew | Was in |
trouble because she called the DOG TRAINER. So, for the next ten we|
s

In July my dad, his brothers, and | tookeay long trip in the car to our new

house in California. At first | really didn't like California because it was 100 degrees everyday and th
hot for me. But, | did like to go outside to swim in the swimming pool, which I love. My favorite tihicg,
is to dive in the pool after a long run with my dad. Just as | was getting use to California, my mom g
has a baby. Now | have to start all over again. They moved me across the country and replace me \
baby all in the same year.

It has ben three months since my sister was born and | really don't pay any attention to her. | do try
much attention from my mom and dad as possible.

My new favorite thing to do, is to go to the Sequoia National Park. It's so much fun. | love runaimg) uy
down the mountains. My mom sent a picture of me running in the mountains for you to see.
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Chloe

Wow 8 months have sure flown by! | am very well adjusted at home no
graduated beginners obedience training and can now sit, stay and heel
amazed my parents by learning how to give paw and by guessing whic
has a treat.

| was introduced to the dog park this summer and found lots of joy in running througtldseafid the
woods. | apparently still need to learn when to come when my name is called. Hey, it's not my fault 1
so many cool things to sniff and chase.

| am still slightly skittish of new things and do not make much of a watch dog. | would liekhéhe persor
coming in then bark at them. | guess | have shown my parents what a good dog | am because now
sleep outside of my crate on a doggie bed in the front room. | have only nibbled on two things that w
my toys since | have joinady new home. One time it was to get my parents attention when they wert
busy doing other things. Needless to say there were not pleased to find a paint brush chewed up on

| have a new addition to my collar. It's this thing that my paremtsdn when | go outside. It blinks a ligh
that | think might be red but I'm not sure since I'm color blind. Mom says it's because when it's dark
it was very hard to find me in the backyard. Now they get a kick out of seeing me dart througjhtinathi
a flashing light.

Mom and Dad also think it's really funny when | take my raw hide and t1

and bury it in my doggie bed. (They caught me in the act! See the pictu

start by trying to flip the cushion over the bone. Eventually | give up at&

it in various places such as on the step, under the DVD holder, under tt

or even on Mom or Dad. They especially laugh when | do that. Sometin

don't understand why they laugh so hard at it. | am just trying to save m
for later.

ol sure @ feel a part of the family. They even made me a custom stockin
o hat is supposed to look like me. They just can't seem to capture my ct
on the stocking.

Thanks LEARN for finding my forever family!

Always,
Chloe (Jim and Kate too)
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Cocoa

Well, today is Cocoa's 1st birthday and we are so glad she's part of our
family. Since we adopted her in February, we've met a lot of new "dog"|
people, which has been a great experience. She has grown to about 6C
and is a beautiful, active JoShe has a ton of new dog friends, and conti
to meet more. Cocoa loves to swim in Lake Michigan at the Dog Beac
all the other labs!), she's caught a few birds and squirrels (yeech) and has
been adopted by at least 3y€arold boys (besidesur own 10yearold boy).

She's really, really fast, and as soon as | get time, I'm going to enroll her in an agility training class. :
wonderful exercise, because | walk her alibatiles in the morning and another 1 in the evening. Coco
loves to cuddle and if anyone is getting a hug, she jumps up to get in on the hugging. She passed h
obedience class with flying colors, and continues to be abheblhved dog, although she hasrbacting a

little like a teenager lately, by chewing on things if she doesn't get a run/walk. | recommend the Lab
group all the time when people admire her, so | just wanted to say thank you again for my lovely dos

Jeanne Cuff & family
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BeaSt(formerly Yogi)

Well, it's been an exciting couple of months for me since | was adopted
to go on a long car ride home and man, do | love the car. My new famil
two kids and an older dog and I love to play with all of them. | have a ne
name- Beast. They tell me | was named after the dog in the movie "The
Sandlot,” since they think | like balls as much as the dog in the movie.

The girl in the family loves to have me sleep on her bed and throw me t
ball. The boy in the family was scaref me at first, but | have won him ov
with lots of affection. My new mom and | have become great friends. | d
beg and I love to follow her around looking for attention and make sure
always has company around the house. She thinks | am beaexdapt afte
| dive into the water dish. My new dad loves me to death, and | make s
give him lots of kisses to let him know how much | like it at my new home.

Did you see the picture of me and my new buddy Clancy? He is angoig
(14) and we get along great. We don't go after each other's food and he
teaching me how to fetch the newspaper. He loves balls as much as | ¢
play tug of war with the big rope and | am very gentle with him (sometir
1Iet him win). We go to @og park together a couple of times each week.
U our favorite place. We get to run free in a big fenced park and play with
other dogs. We get great exercise and get to explore. Lot's of people te
what a handsome guy | am and are very impreas&s$t | am. | have met
many other rescue dogs (labs, Great Danes, Boxers, Mastiffs, Greyhot
and have a great time showing them how athletic | am.

Did | tell you how much | love to chase squirrels and chipmunks in our yard? | get to look out thersvir
into the yard and if | see one of those little guys, | whine and bark and cry until | am let out. And ther
them who is in charge of the yard. | haven't caught one yet, but they know who is the boss.

Please let everyone at LEARN know what a grneat home | have and tell them thanks for all of their h

Woofl!
Beast

W W W LW LW LW LW W W

L.E.A.R.N."s mission: To assist in the rescue of unwant e dptidnand referdab In ad&iteon, we e v
strive to provide public education regarding Labrador Retrievers and to promote responsible ownership and the humane treatment of all dogs.
Page 6 of 25


http://labadoption.org/default.html

TO ny (formerly Smokey)

He's a wonderful dog and we love him to pieces. What a wild man, thouss
You may recall that we wanted a dego would play with Jake. Well, we g€
got one beyond our wildest dreams. The two of them run and wrestle lils

date by coming up to the other with a sock or rope or balkimioiuth and
challenge the other guy to try to take it away.

Tony's true personality really comes out up at our cabin. He will swim for tennis balls till he drgps

come to think of it, he never has dropped-y&e just have to cut him off at some pbio rest him. Then hi
returns to the water to entertain himself. He does what we call "shore patrol,” digging things up from
bottom of the lake with his front paws, then sticking his entire head underwater, or even diving in de
water, to retrievéais prize, which can be anything from a very large rock to his grand champion prize,
foot long piece of driftwood. He then brings these items proudly onto the dock and presents them to

The other amazing water trick he does we call "harbor magte have a twgperson paddle boat which i
docked with a loop of nylon rope attached to the center front. We couldn't believe it the first time he

" out to a returningpaddleboat, seized the rope in his teeth and "swam" the tw
. v people in the boat lo& to shore. When he got into shallow water, he droppec
~ rope, turned around, picked the rope up again and backed the boat into the

"“i_g-mHe is a total lover, though. He loves to put his head on our laps for lots of p

h A he puts up with kisses, tpoow.
N vl :
& %'k Thanks for a great dog!
AN Jennifer
Y S % \ N
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LU I u (formerly Licorice)

| am a LEARN volunteer who had volunteered to-ddagor a weekend
because fostering made me nervous that | would adopt the first dog ths
fostered. Luluwvas found as a stray and had been at a shelter for quite FEsESS
sometime before LEARN saved her and put her in a foster home. Her fEiaass
home was going on vacation and need someone tsitlhglu. Well, | baby &%

sat Lulu for 3 days, and | ended up adopting-hibe exact reason that | wegEe
afraid of fostering. )

We have had Lulu for 4 month now andle LOVE Lulu. She is a stinker
and a trouble maker and sometimes I think she is mixed with Tazmaniz}
devil, but when she gives you a sweet little lick, while staringatwith her§s
big, floppy, wobbly ears dangling from her little head, everything seems=
OK. Her improvements vastly outnumber her problemishough we still
have problems to work on. Lulu excels when we are in our daiiyne. She s : :
likes to know tlat everything is going to be the same day in and day out, |t keeps her comfortable It's
that we change something that she acts out, like destroys a couch cushion.

When we first got Lulu, if you took her to the dog park and let her off leslse waild be gone and it wou
take an hour or two for you to find her AND be able to catch her!! Last Saturday, we went to the dog
Lulu stayed within sight of us at all times, only leaving us once for a quick romp thru the woods, whe
promptly returnd - running towards menot away from me came right to me to sit and let me put her I
on. A small miracle if you met Lulu previously.

Lulu has gained a little weight so you can't see her ribs anymore. Her coat went from a dull-gliaskish
that was shedding like crazy, to the most beautiful shiny black coat. She has more energy than anyc
what to do with. We've found that the best and only way to REALLY tire her out is to tie her leash to
husband's bike and let her ruhjust can't jograst enough or long enough for heulu is so fast that she h
been clocked on miyusband's bike at 19 miles per hour, and she wapuiithg him!!!

And is Lulu ever smart!!'She is too smart for her own good some daygh a little stubbornnessixed in.
She graduated from obedience class, making a huge differemea though she still likes to choose whe
she is going to listen to you.

Lulu is a totalmama'’s girl. | can't believe that we have lived without her!
Every night that she curls umany feet in bed, it warms my heart (and m
feet) to know that we could make a difference in someone's life. And to
every day how much she loves us back is it's own reward. | hope that
everyone who adopts gets to know that feeling.

Thanks so much fdaking the time and effort to save Lulu's life and to br"".
her into ours.

Carmen, Shane and Roscoe Conant and of course, Lulu!!l
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Harley

| was the recipient of one of your dogs in May of 206#rley- the guy who had an eye problem and he
been tied up in someone's backyard, who always barked and broke his chain and ran away. | am ve
to report that Harley is 90 pounédsn a diet likes to jump in my lap during thunderstorms, has learned
the basic commands, does very goddexdsh and sticks to me like my shaddve is with me for at least 1
hours per day, actually more like 24 hours if you count sleepoauldn’t get him to run away if | trietHe
rarely barks and when he does it is usually when someone comes torthendaaot even then all the
time. He is very sociable, likes small dogs (my daughter had a 8 Ib. rescue something or another), ci
have two of them and they can walk over him and he just rolls his eyeballs).

In summary, what | have for a dog is nlo¢ same dog that the previous owner said that heHegadas eas)
to train and all he wanted was some lovin'. Heda®e with me to Texas, Arkansas @wlorado.As | did
with my previous Lab, | have fixed up the back seat of my pickup into a bed va#maerhattress, blankets
quilts and pillows. | recently bought a new pickup and the window in the back seat are power operat
that | don't have to share my window with him.

Thank you for the runaway, barking dog that doeSwtry | got so carried awdglling you about him but
he is a great find.

Warren Sommerfeld
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" Bl‘andy (formerly Jordan)

Brandy has added so much to our lives. It is hard to imagine life prior tc
Brandy. We adopted her in December 2000, and had challenges with b
aggressive behavior. Fortunately, being a very quick learner, dog trainii
{classes helped us and her gain a mutual understanding of living togeth
@ Four years later, we are continuinditee-tune training, such as learning tc
weave through our legs or waiting for the proper signal to fetch a toy. S
so happy, so affectionate, and makes a terrific companion.

Brandy's family
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Molly

Hi everyone at LEARNThis is Molly, and | was adopted in June 2008e &
in lllinois now, and have a nice big backyard to playMy.parents have &8
found out a lot about me this past yekrey bought me all these toys, but S8

should be Shadow because | follow them everywHheenevery loyal and
sweet and they love me so much.

vet regularly to get my blood levels checked so | have as few seizures &
possible When | do have a seizure, they hold onto me and pet me, trying
calm me down and make me feel bettehink the seizureare harder for
them than they are for me sometimes!

w2 SAEERCY
iy

| just wanted to thank everyone at LEARN for finding me such a good
home.My family loves me so much!

Molly's family
W W W LW W LW W L e

Kobie

Hello everyone! It has been a little over a year since our heasenade a
home with the addition of Kobi¢ie has done well with the two cats that =
lives with, he learned quickly which one he could be by and whichone = =
avoid. He has made friends with the two labs that live next door, anii¢
Roxie. 3

He loves tachase balls and take sticks and play kaepy so that you have: -

to chase him around the tree. He also loves to take your shoes and hide urcin

around the house, he of course shows you that he has your shoes then takes off to Hithelibeenhe
thinks heis a little dog because he climbs up on your lap and crawls underneath the coffee table to ¢
one side of the living room to the other. He has also helped to motivate me into doing some home
remodeling. | now know what people mean when they say lileb® chew.

He completed his good canine citizenship last November after he showed the other dogs in the clas
was the teacher's favorite. The first day proved to be a little hard for him he became very excited arc
other 7 labs that weia the class.

| want to thank LEARN for helping us find Kobie. There is something about seeing those Labby eye:
thing in the morning that melts your heart.

The Sanchez Family
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Lincoln

We adopted Lincoln and got him home on July 5th and we consider ou
the lucky ones! We kept his name Lincoln and he is such a sweetlbdds
won over the hearts of all in our family and really all who meet hiennow B¢
loves the water, where befdne did not go near itHe loves his "sister" ]
Wrigley, our black Lab we had previously, you cannot separate them or they
cry for each other, even when they are just getting their nails trimmed.

Lincoln is a lover; he loves to be laid on and just Igyesple. Our neighbol
6-yearold son has been very afraid of dogs and he is now over his fear
thanks to LincolnHe loves himHis parents are amazddncoln is excellen
with our kids and has taken to our trampoline, not a behavior we like, b
canna help himself when the kids are on it.

We are still training him to be good a leas
all though he just isn't on one enough. He
loves the dog park at the Forest Preserve in Waucbtelgoes often with
Dad. He is a great listener and is house trainedceate trainedde rarely
barks, but if he does, we listeWe plan on fostering dogs for LEARN with
our children are older.

07/28/2004

Lincoln's family
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Lambeau "BO" (formerly Sammy)

Hi all!

My name is Lambeau and | was adopted back in April ofltDty foster
home | was known as Sammy, but my new mom and dad like the Pack
much they changed my name to LambeBo for short.

I've adjusted to my new name and life as a house dog véiry'we taken
over the recliner and | love to sleep on it and snore so loud my mom a
have to turn up the volume on the Thauie, the cat, and | have become fast

friends.We play the game, | bark at you and you bat your paw at push my limits vith the garbage car
but | am learningWho can blame me, dinning on all the food and paper towel | can get.

In July I tore my ACL so | had to get surgery, but I'm doing great howl
have a scar, but I'm so cute, no one will notWaen people comi the
house | get so excited | do a happy hop in excitement.

| want to thank everyone who helped me get a new home with a big do
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Gabbie (formerly Abbie)

Hi there!
It's me Gabbie, formerly known as Abbie. I'm doing great in my new ho*
My Dad and Mom give me too much love and attention. | don't know if

going to like it too much when they have to go back to teaching! | even
a sister, Gracie, who has becomg Imest friend. I'm getting bigger by the

day, pretty soon Mom won't be able to pick me up and hold me like a b
I'm the best puppy ever, at least that's what I'm told.

| get to go on lots of walks and car rides, play on the tennis courts with
and Dad, visit with my doggie cousins, and swim in the water at the bea
Dad and Mom are having an in ground pool installed; Gracie and | can't wait
to jump in!

Thank you to L.E.A.R.N., Mary Beck, and the Spatz Family for your pat
and making me the hpest puppy ever!

Love,
, - Gabbie (and Jim, Sarah and Gracie Roscoe)
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L.E.A.R.N."s mission: To assist in the rescue of unwant e dptidnand referdab In ad&iteon, we e v
strive to provide public education regarding Labrador Retrievers and to promote responsible ownership and the humane treatment of all dogs.
Page 13 of 25


http://labadoption.org/default.html

Abby

Here are some pictures of Abby on our houseboat vacation in Voyageu
National Park (the boundary waters between the US and Canada). It w,
Abby's first experienca water. She's not a swimmer yet, but she overce,
her fear of water and really got to where she loved splashing along thea

J -

At home, Abby loves going on walks and to theletish dog park where s
can run full speed. That is a beautiful sighyy Musband and | are so
impressed with how calm Abby is around our elderly parents. She fell a
at my motheiin-law's feet and my parents are always glad to see Abby ¢
along to visit. So it is unanimous: everybody loves Abby.

“\We are so grateful toEARN and Nicole Scherer,
e eaa¥foster mother, for this wonderful member of our
smfamily, Abby.

armly,
=2 'he Schuh Family
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Lucky

Lucky is doing GREAT. He is alive and well and living in northern Illinoi
He has put on aboutd needed Ibs and has helped his owner shed ak®
un-needed Ibs. He walks about 3 miles a day and has learned to walk 0
well on a leash. He goes to the local dog park almost every day where
legendary instigator, trickgnother dogs into chasing him where only the
guickest can even keep up with his speed and stamina. He enjoys swi
in the lake where he puts on a show for the local kids with his belly flop|
of the pier and into the water. He has a talent for cgafimvn and catchinge
Frisbee, he will play fetch with a tennis ball 24 hours a day, any time/ar,
place. He attended obedience school where the results were less than

caninesm the class. He has learned many tricks but his specialty is brin
in the morning newspaper.

Although his name is Lucky, we are the
fortunate ones as he has brought a great ¢
of renewed spirit into our lives.

Thanks to the LEARN organization for théne work, special thanks to
Brenda who is truly a life saver by rescuing Lucky and being his foster |

Best Regards,
Bruce & Debbie
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Lacey

Just wanted to update you on our recent adoptee, Lacey.
in April our family fell in love with Lacey from your web site
and our visits with her and her foster mom, Penny. Now, ¢
three months later, we can't imagine life without her!

After recovering well from having her puppies, she has thi
here and her coat is jugieaming. Lacey and our first dog,

s £ Rosie, are inseparable and love playing together at home
while at doggie daycare.

We still are working on teaching Lacey the yard boundaries, but she is
great in obedience class and learns fast. Lacey idestiiahate and full of
personality! She always makes us laugh out loud with her antics and
playfulness.

We can't thank your organization or Penny, her foster mom, enough fo
giving her AND us this chance to come together. She is a special, won(
dog and we are so lucky!! Thanks again!

Todd and Kathy (& Rosie!!)
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Lady

Hello! | wanted to write a small letter to let everyone know how Lady is
doing(AKA Tara). o

We are in Washington state amalve been here for a year now. Greg is
deployed right now and will not be back until October. The boys are gre
They're 4 and 6 now. ¥,

Lady is wonderful. She looooooooooves to play ball now. She could spend all day outside playing w
ball. Those Chucks come in real handy. She loves to swiwe take her to the lake whenever we have
chance too. She spends a lot of time with us over at grandmas and playing Wwaiisth8he is still very
calm and loving and all around wonderful. We are so gladitbdtave her and that L.E.A.R.N. gave us t
opportunity to adopt her! | hope all is well with everyone.

The website looks great!! Keep up the good work!

Lysa, Greg, lan, Patrick, Lady Glaeser
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Copper

My husband and | adopted Copper from L.E.A.R.N. on May 6, 2004. He
just had his last dose of heartworm medicine on that day. We have sinc
back to the vet for a checkup and he is now heartworm free!

Copper is such a great dog, we couldn't haveenaabetter choice. He is sc
loving and such a joy. He seems to love his back yard, he loves to run.
must be a bird dog because he loves to chase birds, whether they are i
yard or flying over head. He is very good. He never counter surfs and
begs at the dinner table. He loves to be brushed and does a happy da
he goes for a ride in the car. He loves to just sit and watch out our front
window at what's going on outside.

The only bad habit he has is chasing flies in
the house. He's like bull in a china shop. But you have to give him credi
§ #he does catch them! My two year old granddaughter absolutely loves hi
@ N\ he is so gentle with her.

P ]
<) ; - We are attending obedience class on Monday nights. He wants so bad
- - _with his classmates bwhen class starts he does great.

Thank you so much for helping us to find Copper.

Kathy
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Chloe

Hey there! Remember me, Chloe, the lab mix with beautiful socks?!?
to let you know that | have been at my new home for the last two month
I am having way too much fun. Thanks so much to my foster mom, Pat,
taking care of me and my pups. You have helped me developed into th
wonderful dog that | am and placed me witi Mom and Dad. My new
family takes me for walks twice a day! Sometimes | get to run around in
baseball diamond and other times | like to show off by stalking these we
things with wings.

This thing called a family is great. | get two meals a daytegads for sitting
at corners, for giving my paw and for lying down. | started classes with ¢
dogs. | am so much better then they are. Ha! | will do anything for food.
don't understand why a dog won't sit for a treat. Come on...free food!
Someimes | think that | am on my own again and | try to eat rocks, bug<i
other things. My family looks at me weird but they don't understand how good itis! l am such a dad(
My mom is cool but my daddy does all these fun things like letting me ¢hiasaround the house.

Sometimes | get him to throw the ball and | will retrieve. Mom thinks | am funny. She gave me a bur
these things she calls "squeaky toys." They look like stuffed bears or geese. She doesn't seem to ul
why | chew them ujn about two minutes. Needless to say she stopped buying them for me. | have tc
other toys but they are all red and rubbery. | call them all Kong. | can't seem to find out how to destr
That seems to make Mom and Dad happy. | also have &ibastcall "Buddy Ball." You can see "Buddy

Ball" in my pictures. It is my favorite toy!

1 don't have any brothers and sisters but | have two cousins and a frien
= ——Jessie is a cocker spaniel that Mom grew up with. Jessie doesn't seem
: me and | amrmot sure why she wouldn't want me to jump on her and ste:¢
‘toys? | am just trying to play! Archie is my other cousin, a Rat Terrier, a
likes to play but only his way. But my favorite is my friend Raven and
- Malcom. Raven is a huge black lab andlddan is a mix like me. We like tc
wrestle and play tug of war. | enjoy my time with my family and friends.
Well thats it for now!

Chloe (Jim and Kate too)
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Lucie

Just wanted to ujate you on Lucie who we adopted 6 weeks ago. Lucie
knee surgery and has been somewhat confined for the six weeks that s
been with us so that her leg could heal properly. Being that she is only
1/2 years old you can imagine how frustratinigas been for not only us b
for her also due to the fact that she wanted to play and run but she was
allowed to. She also wants to be with us as much as possible, so living
two story home made it difficult when we would go to bed for the niglit
we all made it through. As of today the vet has given Lucie her complet®
recovery.

We would like to thank L.E.A.R.N. for letting us adopt Lucie. She is not
pretty, but she is very smart. She has fit into our lifestyle quite well. So
in fact she has become EXTREMELY comfortable in her new home. Ag
- thanks to both you and L.E.A.R.N. for putting us together.

Mark and Linda Kobylanski
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Hallie

_ ____Hieveryone. I'm Hallie, the mother of seven puppies, who was rescuec
- ______g LEARN back in October. I've been with my family since the beginning ¢
;| February. | love it here in my new home. | have a Mom, Dad, a brother
\\ LB (Mike) and a sister (Colleen) and two fedipals, Mercedes and Tigre. Tig

Mhas actually become my best friend. Mom and Dad say we are partner:
crime as we tend to get into mischief together.

| get to go on lots of walks and car rides and | have a great backyard tc
in. | sometimes eveneg to go to work with Mom! Now that the weather is
getting warmer, Mom is going to take me to the beach to see if | will like
swimming. My family hopes that | do, since they plan to take me to thei
house in the Michigan UP this summer.

I'm still hestant about meeting new people and dogs, but Mom is working on this with me and my
confidence level is increasing. Also, now that I've been with my family for a while, Mom has started -
me to obedience classes. The trainer says I'm a very smart dagjlatwwell. Mom read me the success
stories about 2 of my puppies, Jake (formerly Frosty) and Jake (formerly Albert). | was happy to hee
they are doing well. | hope the other 5 are also happy in their new homes. Thank you to Pat (my fos
arnd LEARN for taking a chance on me, for taking care of me and my puppies and for matching me v
forever family. My family and | are so grateful. Thanks again.

o LEARK. /\

Hallie Leider and her family: Mike, Caroline, Mike (brother) and Colleen (sister)
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Jake (formerly Frosty)

| was one of Hallie's puppies. My name was Fresty adopted family
thought that | looked to much like a bear to have that name. They vote
Jakeand that is now my new name. | will be six months old soon and | t
been very happy. | hardly have any more accidents and | just love my |
(She calls me her "Jakie puppy"). When she is home | follow her every\
She takes me for walks everyday ayad to play with "my kids" Jesse, And
& Jenny. | have even gone to visit my Nana's dogs (two-mareed terriers)
three times. We get along great and have fun running around her hous:
have gotten bigger than them but we still play well together.avhily is 7
great and | am very happy. | have gotten used to the routine (this hous¢ ¢
very busy) and have even visited Andy at his baseball practice. All the |
Jenny's kindergarten class know who | am and always ask her about m
a bit of a klepd and will steal anything that | can get. All the kids have
learned to keep doors closed to keep me out of their-dtutfthe second th g =
door is open Look Out! | have also developed a thing for stealing Kleen
which my family is trying to break maf. | just love to steal it and shred it __
to make a mess. | have made friends with one of the cats that live next door to me but | can not see
understand why he can't barkut | sure whine and cry when | know he is outside without me. | LOVE
outside in the yardespecially when the whole neighborhood is-dutave tons to watch and guard. | ha
attached a picture of myself from about a month ago. | just want to thank LEARN for rescuing my m
Hallie, and finding a perfect family to lovee.

Love, Jake Chorley (and Jeff, Allison, Jesse, Andy, & Jenny too)

W W W LW LW LW LW W W

S pe nce r(formerly Heath)

HIGUYS!

B It's me, wonder dog, better known as Spencer. | thought it would be a ¢
& 0 lidea to let you know | have exceeded all my expectations of being the r
adsuper hero "wonder dog." Well, according to my parents, | have} diee
very happy with me, as they say, but | don't think they are kidding, | am
. they love me like a son. | think | have made them very happy, me too! /
—send this email, my daddy is wondering how | could hit such small keys
i with my big paws. The waders of nature shall never be known to the pa
~ of such brilliant dogs. Thanks for everything.
woof, woof,

Spencer
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Jake

The newest member of our family is Jake; he is a healthy, happy 4 mon
puppy who came to live with usr@donths agoWhen we adopted Jake, his
name was Albert; Pat and her kids called him Albie, which was really
cute.Our daughter's name is Allie, however; the names were too close,
changed Albie's name to Jake.

We got a little lover when we took Jakerhe!He loves to cuddle and lick
and ask for petsand we give the love right badde walks with me and my,
children to school every day; he doesn't want to leave the Relkhows
when it's time to pick them up, tede's ready for the walk back to sctto
see all the kids agaiind all the kids coming out of school look for him, t
- he's so great with kids and other dofysd cats- he doesn't get that the ca
next door doesn't like him...he keeps trying to win her over!

We keep trying to figureut what Jake's mix ishis mother was a dainty
yellow Lab, so we know there's Lab in him, but with his littlewatg ears,
and his small size, we're just stumpétl'we know is that he's the perfect dog for us, and we wouldn't t
him for anything.Thank you for helping us find the puppy that fits our family to a "T"!

From the Stahmer familyJeanne, Warren, Kevin and Allie
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A 50 of 2002. Her name was formally Lucy, and now we have changed it to
LS Kasey.

"l She is an adorable lamd loves to cuddle with anyone and everyone. Sh
B gets really excited whenever anyone new comes over and runs around
house as fast as she can. She makes us laugh so much with all the cra
things she does. She doesn't bark unless you have her kdirgt she
would not even go into the water and now we can't keep her away fromr
soon as she is near a lake, puddle, or river she is in the water exploring
lis an excellent retriever and just needs a little help to bring her toy back
'you. We lave used an-eollar to keep her on track.

1She also loves snow. She jumps and plays in it whenever we get it. Sh
Xloves eating snow. She will bury her head in the snow just to get a mou

<
v

~“and she will also drag her jaw to scoop up a little snowefiveshment on

our walks.

Her favorite toy is a black kong which is the only toy she gets because everything else is torn apart.
Rawhides last about 10 minutes, even with the big ones. A black kong usually lasts about 2 months
she will chew ontifor hours at a time. My wife and | are now immune to the squeaking and sucking r
she makes with them.

However | would like to mention all the things she has eaten in the past year we have had her. | figL
will provide a little humor to anyonelw has labs. They include: two pillows, a cable remote, a cordles
telephone, two text books from college, two stuffed teddy bears, numerous plastic cups, a night ligh
stitching my wife was making, a pair of sandals, a whole bag of Oreo coalkédsador calendar, numerc
envelopes, Kleenex and she also dispenses her own toilet paper. All of these things we never gave
intentionally left out she just would grab them when we were doing something else. She doesn't hav
separation anxiety, ajust think she is just a dog with lots of attitude.

Besides all she has eaten, (well at least me, | can't always speak for my wife) we still love her very (
and she keeps us very busy. We are just glad to be able to give Kasey a good home.

Nick andDebbie Bednarek
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Cedar

Hello to all from Cedar. It is approaching a year since we were able to &
Cedar home. He has adapted well to being indoors and loves playing
new sister Snickers. He has no lack of energycamtinually wants to play
ball, sock or just crawl in your lap. His personality is always on and he IFF8g
always looking to go have fun. He has filled in wonderfully and is ata p/
weight. Carolyn and | would like to thank the volunteers at LEARN for
recuing this wonderful animal. For if it were not for their combined effo
we would not have such a wonderful addition to our family.

We have a couple of pictures to share. One is of his first Christmas en;j®
life. Thanks again.

Sincerely,
Mike, Carolyn, Snickers and Cedar Agee
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Dakota

In April of 2002, we were fortunate to become the new family for "Deco

now known as Dakota. Wiead had labs for many years and had just rece
_lost our previous lab, Carson, to cancer. After deciding that the house v
too quiet without a dog, we began the search for a new family member.
learned of LEARN through a local newspapdr Afterviewing the website,
~we fell in love with Decorah/Dakota and began the adoption process. W
appreciated the thorough job that LEARN did in assessing our suitabilit
.. Decorah's new family, and were thrilled when she became ours. (Or dic

g become hers?)He started out well in life but, due to divorce, went to anc
family member, then to LEARN, then to us. A lot of change for a then 1
e month old puppy, but she adapted wonderfully to everything, including
~ " “name change.

This has become Dakota's houSae quickly determined, as so many-sefipecting labs do, that the bed
a much better place to sleep than the floor. She adores her human brother and sister, and has mon
wrapped around her paw. She has also come to love horses and lookd forg@ing to horse shows and
visiting the barn. (She did run the other way the first time she saw a horse, however. It was quite fur
While seemingly a tom boy, more like a bull in a china shop at times, she thoroughly amazed us las
when tying to "protect” our young nephew while he was swimming in the pool. Completely frantic, sl
putting herself between our nephew and the pool when he was on the deck, and actually jumped int
3 times in order to try to grab him and pull hionsafety! She'd never shown any interest in the pool bef
this, nor since.

She's such a good girl, and we're very lucky to have her. Thank you, LEARN, for taking her into fost
(Joanne, we love her as much as you did), and for allowing us tbeivswewonderful forever home. If we
ever decide to add to the family again, we'll definitely be in touch.

Sincerely,
Dan, Bonny, Shannon & Matt Koffler
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