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All righty then, Tucker the pup here. Thought you good people
might appreciate knowing how I'm doin' in my new home. Tha
jussssst fine! These folks are quality folks...a little strange onc
awhile, but on blance pretty good. They set a pretty good dog
and as you can see, I'm still a growing puppy! | tip the scales
svelte 92 pounds now. They think I'll hit a hundred before I'm

done!

There's a nice yard and a patio door where | can bark at the
squrrels and birds. Sometimes | even get to go our into the ya
and chase them too. They did fence the yard so | wouldn't bot
the neighbors, but they take me for lots of walks so that's not
bad. Besides, like | say, it's a big yard.

But the best thig is this cement pond they've got inside the hot
They take me swimming in it a couple times a week and then
give me a bath with a special shampoo made 'specially for do
me.

I've got lots of toys that | keep in a big old pickle crock anavieh
lots of fun getting my things out of it. Someone | even put ther
away, but mostly Sue has to do that for me. It's been so fun th
sure looking forward to Christmas. Thanks all for right now!

-Tucker

W W W LW LW LW LW W W

LEARK /

{abrador education \

and r(x'/“"w—/ .x

L.E.A.R.N.086s mission: To assist in the rescue of unwant e dptidnand referdab In ad&teon, weé e v
strive to provide public education regarding Labrador Retrievers and to promote responsible ownership and the humane treatment of all dogs.
Page 1 of 31



http://labadoption.org/default.html
mailto:learnlabs@labadoption.org

. Just wantd to give you a long overdue update on Rufus, AKA"
Prl nce Dog Formerly Known as Prince. He has a symbol that he uses

instead of his name but | can't make it with the computer.
(now Rufus)
B

As you can see form the attached photo, Rufus has settled in
well with our @ts. The cat in the picture, Carmel, is especially
of him. She used to do that with the German Shepherd that | f
well.

Rufus is also great with our new baby, Isabella. He likes to co
over and sniff the top of her head when we hold her. Hajgsibe,
it's just great! He also likes to crawl into my lap if I've been hol
Isabella and then hand her to my wife.

~ We had Rufus in an obedience class. He did very well. The
' instructor said that he was an "Einstein."” My wife and | are
withholding judgnent on that for now.

Rufus loves visiting his grandparents because they take him ¢
about 5 or 6 walks a day. We sometimes take him there if we
we are going to work late.

Since we didn't know his birthday we gave him December 8 s«
just celebrted his 3rd birthday. This weekend we are going to
order food one night and get Rufus his own hamburger as a li
present.

Hope you enjoy the picture.

-Dave and Tracy
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Just sending a picture of our 10 year son sleeping next to our
M eg beloved "M@". Meg has been an absolute delight from the mo
we met her. We thought we were looking for a yellow lab, but
have fallen in love with the personality of this chocolate lab. M
3 so she came to us with very good manners!! No chewing on
legs, no hidden wet surprises as you walk the house barefoot
night crying when you're trying to sleep. Don't let age fool you
| she has lots of energy...... that how | keep my trim figure. She
pretty happy with us as she wags her tail 24/7 asitisesay. She
doing great on a leash now with just a little practice and did |
. mention she learned how to shake in just two days. She is the
Queen Bee as | can't imagine who loves her the most in the fe
The most important thing is she has a fantilgttwill keep her
forever. Our thanks to Penny, her foster mom who was there 1
when she needed a friend. LEARN is a great thing and we
grateful to them for bringing such a special dog into our live

\
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-Steve, Kris, Colin, and Cameron
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"Our" little sweetheart Casey is doing just fine! Brian wanted n
Casey tell you that she is learning to be a good hunter. Patience and
—— i guidance by Brian and Jazz are proving to be beneficial. She
proven to be a wonderful friend and companion. Weoaé her to
pieces.

Thanks again!
Love, Paula & Brian

Keep up the good work!
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Here are some pictures of Roco (Coco). They were taken a m

Coco (N ow ROCO) ago so he's skinnier still. He's lost almost 35 pounds!

He's a good dog, and we'reglad to have him. | haven't had a d
in over ten years, and it's nice to come home and have that in
unconditional affection, happiness and love.

Thanks so much. Take care!

-Tamara
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Sophie hasbeen with us for just about smonths and we though
it was about time to send some pictures and an update of her
life!

Sophie has been a wonderful dog since the day we brought hi
home. She is the perfect age, size, and temperament for us fir
time lab ownersShe was about aegr and a half old when we gc
her, and she has never messed the house or chewed on anytl
that wasn't hersShedefinitely still has a lot of puppy excitemen
left in her, but she also enjogeme quiet time by herselSophie
is a smaller mix (only wighs in atbout 40 pounds and comes L
about kneéhigh), which has been a perfect size for We took
Sophie to a beginning dog obedience class in the spring and ¢
caught on very fastWith a little bit of practice (and lotsf treats)
she has leaed all her basic commandShe still needs Ettle help
controlling her excitement about other dogs and bunnies wher
we are on walks, but we are continuing to work on that.

Sophie lives for her strolls around the neighborhood every mo
and evening.She also loves laying in the sun, belly rubs, ice ct
and has even learned to like her crate (a little peanut butter st
in a kong sure made the initial separation anxiety go away
quickly). This summer we took her camping up north in Wisca
- she is such a good traveleBhe got to go swimming in a lake fi
the first time. Although she didn't like it when she swam out tos
deep, she sure liked bouncing around in the shallow water ch:
weeds and anything that would move.

Sophie has made olife a little brighter- I'm glad we could do th
same for her.Thank you for finding her for us.

-Carol and Adam
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(Now Barkley)

Just a short note to let you know how Odie (now Barkley) is dt
He has been with us since the end of éhaBarkley has complet
2 dog obedience classes and received his Canine Good Citize
AKC. He is getting better with his separation anxieBarkley
celebrated his first birthday with my first grade class at the enc
May. The kids just love him.

We had to put our Maxwell to sleep in January from canber
was 8 ?. | feel in my heart that

Maxwell sent Barkley to us. | am so grateful to the LEARN
program for their continued dedication and good work in findir
homes for these animals.

We are attadhg some pictures to share with you. | hope you e
them as much as we love him.

Fondly Joan, Les, and Barkley
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To Everyone at LEARN:

We adopted a 10 year old yellow lab named Kimba from LEAF
back in November 2000. While this letitedong overdue, we
wanted to write and say thank you so much for Kimba! It wasr
easy adjustment for her. She had some scary health problem:s
lead to her being sick a lot of the time, all while recovering frot
knee surgery and trying to adjustamew home. But with lots an
lots of pampering and TLC, she came through it all just fine.
celebrated her 11th birthday on April 1 and we're determined 1
have many more birthdays with her.

Kimba is the most wonderful dog ever. She has gone from bei
skittish and withdrawn to being quite the little lesygonge! Even i
11, she can be downright puppyish....bouncing around as muc
her back legs will let her. We feel so lucky to have her and cat
imagine life without her. | would encourage peopléaie a chanc
and adopt an older dog. They have so much love to give and
dog deserves a loving home in their "golden years". It is upset
to me that people abandon older dogs like Kimba because of-
age or health problems....just when theig deeds them most.

My only word of caution would be that older dogs can be very
expensive and an adoptive family needs to be willing to assun
that responsibility as well.

So thanks again, not only for Kimba, but also for all the great\
your organizabn does. It makes a difference.

Sincerely,

-Bridget and Tim(and Kimba)
-a-‘“’ - - -&'3’ R N L L TS
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(Now Merlin)
Dear L.E.A.R.N.:

| wanted to send you a quick note to thank you for matching nr
with Merlin (formerly Sparky).He is extremely smart, funny,
handsome, a great traveler, an amazing swimmer, and he love
cuddle. In short, he is exactly the dog | was looking focouldn't
have asked for a better match.

Attached are some photos of Merlin at home and on vacdfion.
you would like to see monghotos or readmore about Merlin's
adventures, you can check his web page at
www.geocities.com/bendulac

— e i Thanks again.You folks are great!

- Susan
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Sorry it has taken so long, biutave made a decision. Paul & De
G u nther have progressed remarkably in just the last week. They have
me outside a lot, and have now introduced me to that collar th
beeps when | get too close to the road. That's really cool cuz \
I'm playing, | don'twvant to accidentally run out in front of a car .
get smooshed. They're really looking out for me.

Anyway, | really like Tioga, he's fun to play with, and I think he
likes me too. | don't know about Tami though, because she ju
around until Ti and play too close to her. Then she growls and
walks away. I'd hate to let Ti down though, by choosing anoth:
family. I've signed up Paul & Deb to start obedience training
classes Mon. eve. | hope they are fast learners.

I'll address the adoption paperwaRkd costs in the coming week
| have to get a loan from Paul & Deb to cover the adoption fee
day job doesn't pay too well. Meanwhile, please be assured tF
am pretty confident in my decision to stay here.

| really am looking forward to spring besaithere's lot's of mud
track in on Deb's wood floor. She gives me lot's of attention w
do that. She must really like to wipe up mud!

Well, that's all for now. | need to get a drink of water so | can ¢
Paul and Deb a big slimy wet kiss beforegeeto bed. They get ¢
excited when | do that.

Say Hi to my friends at L.E.A.R.N.,

Gunnie
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LEARN,

We would like to thank everyone who helped us find Willow
(formerly Daphne). We adopted her on July 22, 2001 and we |
fallen inlove!

Daphne (Willow)

She is a wonderful, friendly dog and as you can see from her
pictures, is adapting to her new home very well.

She has a lot of toys to play with (she's a little spoiled) and sh
LOVES water!!

A special thanks to her foster mom Pat for all therimiation and
for taking such good care of her.

Sincerely,

Joe and Kiersten
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What can | say? Scout is one of the best things that ever hapg
to our family. She is the absolute sweetest and most loving dc
| have ever met. She wagoing to be put down due to the fact th
she has hip dysplasia and the family could not afford the surg:
The shelter called L.E.A.R.N and said they had too special of
to be put down and could someone come and save her? And
to foster momJoAnne Scout was saved! Our family was match
up perfectly by Jan and | can't thank L.E.A.R.N. enough.

Scout had her first hip surgery and spay about a week after jo
our family. It went wonderfully. She has made a remarkable
recovery. Her next hipusgery is scheduled for August 29th.

We have been taking two twenty minute walks daily and Scou
made many new doggie/human friends in the neighborhood. +
favorite toys are hard roll bones and round ring rawhide chewi
(always supervised). She lovasunky peanut butter and thinks i
cubes are treats. Lives for car rides and belly love rubs.

We can't imagine life without her. We are so blessed. Thank y
God and L.E.A.R.N!
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I wanted to send you an update on how things are gonmedbys
knows that she is home for good! We just love her.

Shelby and our daughter are always together weather its playi
sleeping (| don't think Shelby can get any closer to Vicki wher
they are sleeping because Shelby needs to be right up agains

It is so funny to watch them play with Shelby's "Jolly Ball". She
will do flips in the air until you throw the ball and when you tell
to sit she will do a little dance with just her two front feet.

All the dogs get along very well. We have maalgch
improvement with walking with a leash. Shelby doesn't pull as
much. We bought a harness, | don't like the choker collars at ¢
I'm sending you a picture of Shelby.

That's it for now. Thank you,

- Cathy
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"Here is a picture of Pegel hope you can tell that he has settles

Petey and made himself at home.

It's been about 5 1/2 months since | adopted Petey. We still hi
few things to work on, but | have to say he's definitely worth it.
really is a sweet boy, and he's very anxitugive and get love.

Petey makes me laugh a-loe's definitely a big goof! He's made
lots of friends in the neighborhood, and he gets so excited wh
runs into people and dogs that we know during a walk. The ni
thing for me has been watching ttlganges in Petey. When | firs
adopted him, walks could be difficult. Petey was so nervous, t
would constantly bump into me. He was so busy looking over
shoulder and being cautious, that he wasn't looking where he
going. Now, he walks like he owrthe place, He's much more

confident and much less fearful of noises and strange people.

Petey has also come to understand that when | leave the hou:
will be coming back. In fact, he's so in love with the peanut bu
stuffed kong that | leave hirthat | think a part of him cant wait
until I actually walk out the door. He also let me out of his sigh
when I'm home. He stays close by, but doesn't follow me from
room to room anymore like he first did.

Thanks so much for the great work you do. | cheith your web
site every few days. | love seeing the dogs that you rescue, ar
seeing that big red ADOPTED by their pictures! I'm so glad | fi
your organization and I'm glad that you found Petey!"

- Ronnie
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(Now Lucy)

We adopted Lucy (formerly Lade Jane) on February 5, 2001, i
she raised a litter of eight puppies. She was an outside farm d
who now needed to find a home for héftse

Lady Jane |

4 W 3z

Thanks to a wonderful LEARN volunteer, we were introduced
Lucy and right then and there we knew we would share our hc
and our future with her. Lucy is an incredibly smart dog, and s
has changed so much in these last few months. Her confidenc
growing, and she is learning that being petted and touched is
the very best parts of being a dog! She has a complicated
personality, unlike any dog I've every met or owned. A lot goe
beneath her wagging tail. We often wonder about her pasiies
AR most people who adopt an older dog. We feel it was not a plac
Here's "Lucy" with kr adoring owners love. But now she has two wonderful owners who adore her. ¢
Kristy and Patti at a local Humane has a soft bed, toys, and a FOREVER HOME! We couldn't be

Society fundraiser. happier!

-Kristy and Patti
W L W W W R W g

Ricky (now Bert)

Thank you so much for the great home! My two boys take gre.
care of me. | have four cats to chase and boy is that fun!

I love to ride in the car to go anywhere!

| have to go to puppy class once a week and my mom says | ¢
doing very well.!

Thanks gain!
-Bert

P.S: | am one of Lady Jane's puppies!

L.E. A.R.N.6s mission: T anted kabradsrtRetrievers bytpkacing thesnciruhemes throughnfastering, adoption and referral. In addition, we
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Elmer

(Now shadow)

Here's Shadow (another one of Lady Jane's puppies) with his
best pal Joel.

Isn't this the most darling little puppy you've every seen????!!
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Hello-

As you can see our little "Tana" is just as cute as ever! He's k¢
us real busy and he loves Murphy (and she adores him!)

Montana

Tana thinks the cats are stuffed animals and really wants to pl
with them, but they are too crazy about him yet!

We LOVE hm!

-Lori and David

W W W LW W LW W L e

LEARK /\

{abrador educe
sl rescue netieork

L.E. A.R.N.6s mission: T anted kabradsrtRetrievers bytpkacing thesnciruhemes throughnfastering, adoption and referral. In addition, we

strive to provide public education regarding Labrador Retrievers and to promote responsible ownership and the humane treatment of all dogs.
Page 15 of 31


http://labadoption.org/default.html

(Now Jack)

Yeti

We are so grateful for Jack (Yeti).

He is a wonderful dogA real joy to have!

Thanks so much!
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(Formerly Teddy and Scooter, "the Yellow Girls")
Teddy and Scooter

Teddy and Scootare now named Sadie and Keva.

The girls have worked out their differences with one cat, and |
sure they will come to terms with the other (she the cat is a bit
skittish so the dogs find that intriguing.)

Keva went to her first obedience class last hagid did quite well
Sadie goes on Wednesday.

We have been doing lots of walks. They get tired kind of easil’
| think are building up endurance.

The girls and | are getting in shape. Their weight is about the
(I weigh them at obedience class} they are a bit trimmer. This
them today at the dog park out near our home.

LEARN z
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Greetings from Thunder!

I just HAD to let you see the picture that was taken of me 2 de
ago. | have gotten so big that my owners had to expand mylce
love it here in my new home and my owners take great care o

| have made friends with everyone and their pets in the
neighborhood. My favorite is a yellow lab named Ruby. She Ii
on the next block and she is 3 years old. She is my best frienc
beause she is the only one that has as much energy as | do.
Shadow and Charky live next to me and | go visit everyday bu
they just like to lay there so | just go poop in their yard and the
owners give me treats.

Everyday | go for 2 walks only about 6 bks because my doctol
said no long walks until  am 1 year old because my bones are
growing. | am still working on being house broken. My owners
take me out enough that | have only had a couple accidents. |
you to know that | have discovered the hasd love water play.
When the sprinkler gets put out in the yard | go crazy.

My owners really love me. My favorites are Roberta and
Christopher. Every night | put Christopher to bed but soon it Ic
like he will have to find another place to sleep beeduake up
most of his bed. Not really, when Roberta and Rod go to bed |
my own cage and stay their till my stomach awakens me at 5:!
am. You take care and thank you for my new family. | love it h
and they love me very, very much.
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Mercy (now "Harley") was an approximately 10 ye&t male,

M ercy and |ndy neutered yellow Labrador fostered by L.E.A.R.N. from a shelte

He was doing a sellestruct on some allerggduced hot spots.

Indy was the roughly 8 yeald female, spayed bladab-
greyhound cross with mammary masses who was rescued fro
shelter. She had been slated for euthanasia due to space limit
at the shelter. Besides, who would adopt an old mixed breed ¢
with tumors?

After the demise of our beloved Kana and

/,

Midori (13 and 11 1Ryear old Rotties, respectively) from cancelpe and | felt ready to provide a home
another canine senior citizen.

We expressed an interest in Harley and set up an appointment to meet him with the L.E.A.R.N volun
Indy was bought along just to switch foster homes if Harley's foster space should become Jaeamad
reminded me that we were only going to consider one dog initi@buldn't you know it, about five minute
after meeting Indy with Harley, and seeing how njidbky got along, Joe announced that he wouldn't mi
all taking both dogs!

After a week of settling in, Indy had surgery to remove the masses. They were malignant, but it appe
cancerous tissue was successfully removed. Indy healed and is myw@gpedience training during her
walks. She is bright, enthusiastic and will patiently try anything asked of her for a bit of hotdog. Indy i
comical, as she enjoys playing with her toys with her hindquarters standing while her forequarters ar:
wrapped around the toy.

Harley's hotspot is healing now that his allergies are being treated. He has proven to be a confirmed
and will literally run to the lower level of the house rather than go outside in drizzling rain. When we v
reading in tle sunshine and tried to coax him into the backyard with us, Harley would peer suspicious
only his head out the sliding glass doorway as if saying, "I don't kitgvawfully outdoorsy out there!"
Given that Harley's preescue history included treenonths of wandering around the Sheboygan countr
we usually give in to his reluctance to go outside. Both dogs display excitement-diteallet walk very
pleasantly on lead. As they love gades, we take them with us whenever possible. Finadith dogs lean c
their humans or "loom" for affection and it always works!

Acquiring a dog through a rescue organization has worked beautifully for us, because a rescuing fos
gets to know the pet well, how he/she behaves with other dogsechddd cats, etc. We also highly

recommend adopting a canine adult or senior citizen. Why not give a dog a chance to finish his life ir
home, possibly the only one he'll ever have? True, it seems impossible to change the sad statisticg<

population through the adoption of one frtt it matters to that one.
<>
) \

- Erica and Joe

/" r“
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Dear L.E.A.R.N.,
Jack

| adopted Jack on May 26th. From the motridsrought him hom:
he was very comfortable. There were no difficulties in the
transition from his foster home to his new home.

He is great with my 2 and 3 year old nephews and theialog

black lab. He is very friendly with everyone but he rarely ever
leaves my side. | take him everywhere | go and he rides very
in the car. At night he sleeps on the floor beside my bed and c
leave until I get up in the morning. | couldn't ask for a better fri

Jack's Dad:- Michael
W LW LW LW LW W W e

L.E.A.R.N.d&ds mission: T anted kabradsrtRetrievers byhpkacing thesnciruhemes throughnfastering, adoption and referral. In addition, we
strive to provide public education regarding Labrador Retrievers and to promote responsible ownership and the humane treatment of all dogs.
Page 19 of 31


http://labadoption.org/default.html

(Now Buddy)

"Hi my name use to be Freddy. (Remember, | was the good Ic
one!) Now my name has changed to Buddy and | am still gooc
looking. I will tell you how | met my new family and how | got r
name.

One day | decided to go on an unsupervisedll gstrough the
neighborhood | came to rest at a school and | was found by a
member named Pam, well Pam knew that there was a person
a staff member at this school who loves labs his name is Ron.
walked in his office and | saw this big smda Ron's face and the
first thing he said to me is "Hey Buddy!" and that is how I got r
name. Ron looked on my tag and he called the number and th
contacted my foster dad at the time, he came to school and to
all about L.E.A.R.N., and that | was need of a home. So Ron
asked if | could come home with him and meet the family. 1 lik:
his family and within 2 weeks | came home to my new family.

| really enjoy having the run of the house with Lady (my doggi
sister) and | am glad there is an orgation like L.E.A.R.N that
rescued me and gave me a second chance special thank you
Mindy who took me home from the beginning when | was left
shelter. My new family said | would have it good and | really d
go for walks | lay in the yard gettirgsuntan with lady and | get
play with 2 boys.

PS Buddy really turned out to be Ron's buddy he follows him

everywhere and he loves to go for a car ride with his head out
window with Lady.

- Ron, Mary, Joey, Andy and bad
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(Now Timmy)

"We wanted to let you know how Timmy (Boots) is doing, but |
kept us pretty busy since we got him back in January. First off
we'd just like to say that we couldn't be happier with him!

For the first couple of monttikat we had him, he was terrified ¢
other dogs. We starting taking him to a pet store that has an ir
play area and has "puppy play time" for an hour every Sunday
the first month, he was very timid and wouldn't go near any of
other puppies. Tén we started our puppy kindergarten class ar
every since then, he wants to play with any dog that he sees.
done really well with his training outside of class, but when he
around other puppies, all of that training kind of goes out the
window.

He's learned to jump up onto the windowsill in our front windo
and loves to sit there and watch as people and dogs go by. W
the weather started to get better here a couple of weeks ago,
started to take him to some of the area off leash dog pagks. H
decided that he really likes the water. He heads straight for an
water that he sees and splashes around close to the shore. H:
chasing other dogs around, but is pretty good about coming
whenever he is called and rarely ventures out too far &wayus.
We got him one of those small children's swimming pools for t
backyard and that's usually the first place he heads whenever
let out into the backyard. He's 60 pounds now and just keeps
growing. (Our vet seems to think that he's going tougnbdetweer
80 and 100 pounds!)

Thanks for the WONDERFUL puppy!"

- George & Meme

W L W W W R W g
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