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L.E.A.R.N.’s mission is to assist in the rescue of tamted Labrador Retrievers by placing them in homes
through fostering, adoption and referral .In addition, we strive provide public education regarding

Labrador Retrievers and to promote responsible ownership and thredne treatment of all dogs

Treating for Heartworms

Recently LEARN took in two heartworm-positive
Labs. This article tells their stories and also exgla
why heartworm disease is so serious.

This Spring LEARN received a call from someone
who had found a Lab near their country property.
They kept the dog for several months, named him
“Hank,” and hoped that an owner would show up in
search of this sweet, handsome yellow boy. Howeve
when his owner didn’t show up, they contacted
LEARN.

Hank was lucky because LEARN had an open foster
home for him; he became a “LEARN dog.” Becoming
a “LEARN dog” means, in part, a visit the Vet for

updated vaccines, a heartworm test, and a spay or
neuter. The morning of Hank’s scheduled neuter, the

Vet called to say they could not neuter him because his : :
ank, fostered bDon & Dewey, fostered by Nicole

=

heartworm test came back positive. Roscoe Vet Clin : , ; e

. hris, now has a clean bill of Ari, has done well with his

in Roscoe, IL, had found both young and adult health after overcoming heartworm treatment, despite
heartworms, indicating that Hank had probably had | heartworm disease. an allergic reaction.

them for a long time. With his neuter on hold, he

began heartworm treatments, treatment. Two weeks later (mid-June) Hank had his

heartworm test to see if the treatments killed all the
What does heartworm mean for a dog? Hank’s heartworms. Happily, Hank received a clean bill of
treatments consisted of an arsenic-based drug to kill health and is pleased to share that he has recently
worms that had already attached to his lung lining andgynd his forever home.

possibly his heart. The first treatment—one shot—
required that Hank stay overnight at the Vet. Then, h
returned home with a “No exercise” mandate. Hank
had to spend most of his time in a crate and be on a
leash whenever he was outside. Four weeks later Ha
returned to the Vet for a double dose of the drug and
two day stay. At the end of May he went for his last

Dewey, a one-year old stray, came into LEARN when
ehis time came up at the Fulton County shelter. Dewey
has a big blocky Labbie head and endearing, “perk up”
Sars. When he came into LEARN, he was very
gnderweight, heartworm positive and had a nasty case
of kennel cough. Once he started feeling better from
his cough, his typical Lab characteristics shone
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through—a love for fetch, playing, bones, and
wagging his tail. His foster parents took him to the
beach a several times and kept him on leash to mak
sure he didn't get too excited—or have any exercise
He would have fetched in the water all day if allowed

Keeping a young Lab quiet proved a challenge, but n
as difficult as first imagined. Dewey settled eagily i
the house, especially for a 1 year-old Lab. He playec
games that required mental instead of physical
energies, for instance, "find the kibble" or "find the
[fill-in-the-blank] toy in the toy box.” He enjoyed
Kongs. Dealing with Dewey’s anxiety was more
challenging than keeping him quiet. Perhaps from hi
shelter experience, he suffers confinement anxiety.
The foster home talked with Dewey’s Vet about his
confinement anxiety. Even though heartworm positiv
dogs should normally be crated, the Vet made an
exception for Dewey so that he would not feel stress
from the crate while undergoing treatment.

Dewey has done wonderfully, especially considering
how taxing the rigors of heartworm treatment can be
His first heartworm treatment left him exhausted for

Heartworm disease, potentially fatal for dogs, caust
much internal damage before outward signs can be
Eobserved. Prevention is key! A large round worm th
lives in the heart and neighboring blood vessels ca
-the disease, and it can be spread from dog to dog f
dpore than 70 species of mosquito. It takes six mon
in a dog to have heartworm larvae grow, move to th
heart, mate, and begin the cycle again. Without a
preventative, numerous worms, up to 14 inches lon
can infect your dogs and clog the heart and the ma
blood vessels leading to the heart. This causes

5 Early each Spring be sure to take your dog to the \
for a routine heartworm test and to determine a
prevention plan. The conventional approach consis

eof monthly pills; some prefer a anti-parasite herbal
approach, but this should only be done with expert
supervision and often with heartworm tests given e
6 months. If a dog gets heartworm, the treatment i
demanding: the worms must be killed without killing
the dog, which means a very strong drug combined
with no exercise.
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the 24 hours, but he was back to normal afterwards. recently, please discuss heartworm disease with your

Dewey’s second heartworm treatment, a month later
resulted in an allergic reaction. Dewey remained on
Benadryl for a week and that kept him sedated,
actually a good thing for keeping him quiet during
heartworm treatment. Dewey is also happy to
announce his recent adoption. A dog party is being
organized to welcome him to the neighborhood!

Because heartworm is so easy to prevent, it is s&d a

» Vet.

If you would like to make a donation to help LEARN
cover the costs of heartworm, treatments or sponsor a

dog like Hank & Dewey please see our mailing
address and website information later in this
newsletter. In addition to Hank and Dewey, LEARN
has helped approximately eight heartworm positive
NLabs in 2009. Some rescues choose not to help

very unnecessary to put a dog through such difficult - heartworm positive dogs. Hank’s treatment alone cost
treatments. The treatments are expensive, lengthy, arger $500. Your donations are greatly appreciated.

Special thanks to Hank’s foster parents Don & Chris
and Dewey’s foster parents Nicole & Ari for bringing

hard on the dog$leaseremember to treat your dogs
monthly so that they don't have to tell a story like
Hank and Dewey do. More information about
heartworm can be found at:
http://www.heartwormsociety.org/f you haven't

these great fellows back to health.

WANT TO HELP SAVE MORE LABS?

LEARN needs foster homes to save more Lahste are more Labs who need help than Rescues and
Shelters can save. You can make a real difference! Consider betiag fiie solution. Consider opening your hon

and your heart to a foster dog. Even fostering just onc

Please visit LEARN'’s website for more info and an ajgyian:

www.Labadoption.org/linkpages/HowToHelp/Foster

e helpdl nt@dn a lot to the dog whose life you save!

s.htmcontact Chris Wallen ahris4labs@gmail.com

or call (847) 289-PETS (7387) and leave Chris a message. Tlwardansidering it.
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LEARN TipS. .compiled from questions adopters have asked and the experience of LEARN volunteers.

1. Does your dog love to swimAVatch out for the blue- Chuckle (Premier's Busy Buddy line) work very well.
green algae blooms. It's toxic. Some dogs become verylry leaving a radio or TV on when you leave the house.
sick; others have died after swimming in water with bluekt keeps them company and drowns out outside noises.

green algae. 6. Keep your buddy safe Do not give your dog

2. Want a companion for those trips around town? rawhide bones or anything that can break into small hard
Wait until the weather is cooleNever leave your dog pieces when he/she is unsupervised. Choking is a huge

in an unattended vehicle on a warm or hot day. Even omisk, even for dogs who aren’t passionate chewers.

a warm day with the windows open, a parked car can Always supervise your dog when he/she is chewing on a
quickly become a furnace and cause heat stroke or deattawhide.

in a dog. 7. Considering sunscreen or insect repellant for your

3. To “Come” or Not to “Come”™? When your dog buddy? Avoid using sunscreens or insect repellants not
comes when you call, do you praise and reward him/herfabeled specifically for use on animals. Some
Be careful not to scold your dog when he/she comes ingredients, like DEET, can cause problems.

when called even if you think he/she should have come 8. Cocoa Mulch Alert! This can be lethal to dogs and

faster, or your dog will start to associate “Come” with cats! Cocoa mulch, manufactured by Hershey’s, contains

belrlmg sdcolded.hWouId ﬁ%‘,} Cllfomert(;) S?mreonﬁ w kr']o ¢ theobromine, lethal to dogs and cats, because of the
scolde yOl,J when you did < 1T your dog's recall IS no a‘Ssuper-charged caffeine effect that can lead to severe
fast as you'd like it to be, do some refresher training.

convulsions. It smells like chocolate and is in ALL
4. Communication or language barriers? Try telling chocolate. Cocoa bean shells contain potentially toxic
your dog what you want him/her to do, not what you  quantities of theobromine and theophylline. While the
don’t want him/her to do. “N0” can be vague to a dog mulch’s package includes no warning, Hershey’'s website
while “Off” or “Sit” gives him/her something to act on  says that “studies have shown that 50% of the dogs that
(bonus tip: works for humans, too!). Same thing with  eat Cocoa Mulch can suffer physical harm to a variety of
using their name, don't just use their name alone—add aegrees (depending on each individual dog). However,
verb, like “Come,” so the dog knows what you want. 98% of all dogs won't eat it.” A number of deaths have
already occurred, so please protect your pal from cocoa
ulch! This product is found at Garden Centers, Target,
ome Depot, and other outlets and labels contain no
warning. (Note: we included this tip in the last
newsletter. Since then and during gardening season,
more dogs have died from cocoa mulch. Please spread
the word))

5.1s your dog uncomfortable when left alone?Be sure

to exercise your dog before leaving (a tired dog is a goo
dog). If you're doing rigorous exercise, be sure to give
them a chance to hydrate and then relieve themselves
before you leave. Also try giving them a special toy,
reserved only for times when you're gone. A stuffed
Kong or an interactive toy, like a Squirrel Dude or

LEARN News

FeeBee is Obedience Champio n

“Not only are we thrilled to have FeeBee as part of|ou
family...turns out she's pretty darn smart too! She
took 1st place in Beginners Obedience graduation
tonight...197 out of 200 possible points!”

The Pfannerstill Family adopted FeeBee in late
December, 2008. Congratulations to FeeBee and her
Team!

Left, FeeBee poses with her Trophy
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Meet Luke, CGCI!

The Sites family is happy to introduce the new
"Canine Good Citizen”: Luke!

The Canine Good Citizen (CGC) is an American

Kennel Club program to promote good citizenship for

all dogs--responsible dog ownership and the trainin

g

well-mannered dogs. The dog-handler team must pas

a behavioral test consisting of ten objectives. Dogs

who pass receive the CGC Certificate and special dot

tag. Often, the CGC abbreviation appears after the
dog’s name. Since its inception in 1989, the CGC
program has become the model for like programs
around the world, is the core of other exams, such
Luke spent a full year in a shelter kennel before cominghose given for therapy dogs, and is a springboard
to LEARN, and he had to learn how to be a dog and liv@ore advanced dog training. If you want to learn m

in the real world all over again. Congratulations to Luké&nd work with your pal to become a CGC team, ple
CGC! visit: http://www.akc.org/events/cgc/index.cfm.

LEARNIing at School

Friday June 8 Michelle and Mike Broderick, Bethanne
Cochenet and Mary Beck visited North Cape Elementary
School to thank the students for their assistance with
LEARN project work. Approximately 70 students helped
LEARN during the 2008-2009 school year by packaging
and decorating our FUNdraising tennis balls along with
promotional and informational items such as giveaway
baggies and the items for the recent LaGrange Pet
Parade.

LEARN Alums Attempt to Shop Sam’s Club

When Mitzi Heytow, Patron Saint of Senior Labs, pullgdin the Sam’s Club parking
lot last Spring, little did she know of her seniors’ platsimple activation of the
automatic mini-van door, and her pack of five charged otlietar and across the
parking lot and headed towards the entrance. Their pldisgierse and cause chaos in
order to enter and reach the meat aisle almost wokkitzl.returned one escapee to th
car, and other human shoppers helped return two moret@.éhs vehicle. The
remaining two Labs succeeded in entering the store bat,cathnot reach the meat
aisle. When interviewed, the senior claimed they negarchanyone call them back to

as
fol
or
as

(1%}

the car so kept going towards their goal.
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Exercise Intolerance and _ .

4. Ambient temperature does not seem to contribute tc
Collapse (EIC) collapse, but if the temperature is much warmer or the
(Source: humidity is much higher than the dog is used to,

http://www.justlabradors.com/articles/lab health a collapse may be more likely. Dogs with EIC are less

nd_nutrition/exercise_induced collapse in_labrado kely to collapse while swimming than while
r retrievers.html) exercising on land. There are dogs, however, who hav

exhibited collapse while breaking ice retrieving
Induced Collapse (EIC), researchers have shared thel#ho have drowned when experiencing EIC -related

learnings to date on this syndrome which is being ~ collapse in the water.

observed with increasing frequency. _ _ _
excitable personalities, and it is apparent that their

1. Young adult Labrador Retrievers are at risk. Most, level of excitement plays a role in inducing the

not all, have been bred from field trial dogs. No color collapse.” Severely affected dogs, when very excited,
or sex is at greater risk than another. Signs appear a do not require much exercise to mduce_ collapse. There
these dogs begin heavy training or strenuous exerciséi'® Some severely affected dogs who, if they are very
typically between 5 months and 3 years. Dogs that excited, do not require much exercise to induce the
show symptoms of collapse are typically described ascollapse.

“extremely fit, muscular, prime athletic specimens of

their breed with an excitable temperament and lots of6- Routine exercise (e.g., jogging, hiking, swimming,
drive.” most waterfowl hunting, and even agility or flyball) is

not likely to induce collapse. When exercise is
2. Affected dogs seem fine with mild to moderate continl_Jous and intense, especially when accompanied
exercise. However, 5 to 20 minutes of strenuous by @ high level of excitement or anxiety, is the most
exercise with excitement induces weakness, then ~ common cause of collapse (e.g., grouse or pheasant
collapse. Some dogs always collapse with intense hunting, repetitive retrieves, retrieving drills, running
exercise, others more sporadically. Researchers are Nextto an ATV, or repetition where the dog anticipate
still exploring this. Typically, “a rocking or forced collar correction.

gait” is seen. The rear limbs weaken and fail to support
weight. Dogs often continue to run and drag their hind’- When affected dogs have been tested before and

quarters. For some dogs, the collapse of the rear lead@fter exercise, no abnormalities have been found
to the collapse of the front limbs and sometimes, a do@uring nervous system, cardiovascular and
becomes unable to move. Some look uncoordinated Musculoskeletal exams. No heart rhythm

and may loose balance. Collapsed dogs remain alert @dnormalities, low blood sugar, electrolyte

during the collapse. collapse. Many other tests also shed no light. They

It is critical to stop a dog’s exercise at the first sign included checking blood carbon dioxide concentration,
of loss of coordination or “wobbliness.” Most dogs ~ Plood pH, neuromuscular disorder, thyroid gland

return to normal within 5 to 25 minutes and are not function and adrenal gland cortisol production.
sore or still after a collapse. The current hypothesis is that dogs with EIC may have

a defect in the chemical reactions for energy

3. The regulation of body temperature does not seemProduction in their muscles and brain. Researchers
to be an underlying problem in dogs with EIC. In fact, have not precisely identified this defect and the
clinically normal Labs doing rigorous exercise had ~ changes observed are mild. Their investigation
similarly dramatic increases in body temperature continues.

(>41.5 C, >107.6F). but showed no signs of weaknes§he authors of the study recommend that any dog witf
exercise intolerance have “a complete veterinary
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evaluation to rule-out joint diseases, heart failure, found that high fat diets and/or more weight on thg do

anemia, heart rhythm disturbances, respiratory makes episodes harder to induce. The best approach
problems, low blood sugar , myasthenia gravis, simply to monitor exercise and excitement and make
hypoadrenocorticism (low cortisol), other muscle sure the dog is not overly stressed. Ending exercise at
diseases and other systemic disorders.” the first sign of weakness or wobbliness is critical.

EIC appears to have a genetic component as Researchers have experimented with different
littermates have been affected. medications. They have found some medications that
Dogs with EIC symptoms are not able to continue  help some dogs, but not one medication that helps all
training or competition, and fortunately, without dogs. Please visit the source of this article for more
excessive exercise or excitement, the condition does information on what medications have been tested:
not progress and they can live normal lives as http://www.justlabradors.com/articles/lab_health_a

companions. As dogs age and slow down their energyd_nutrition/exercise_induced_collapse_in_labrado
and excitement levels, they appear to get better. Any r_retrievers.html

dog with EIC should have exercise stopped If your dog (or a dog you know) has experiences with
immediately should any hint of incoordination or EIC, you might be able to help with the research and
wobbliness be observed. When allowed or encourageldelp your dog by enrolling in the data analysis portion
to continue exercise, some affected dogs have died. of the study. Please visit the above link for enroliment
There is no treatment for EIC since the biochemical information and criteria and contact information.
defect at the root is not yet known. Some people have

In CELEBRATION of LEARN’s T0 ANNIVERSAR Ywe are holding a raffle. Prizes are: 1 st- $500, 2nd - $200,
3rd - $100 and 4 t - $50! Tickets are $5 each or 6 for $25. You may  purchase tickets by sending a check to

P.O. Box 164, Island Lake, IL 60042 or by making a  donation via PayPal. We will fill out the ticket an d mail
you your stub. The drawing will be held at Laps for Labs October 3rd. You don't have to be present t o win
but we would love to see you there. Good Luck!

Enormous Thanks!

The following people generously donated money, supplies, or servicelptoun rescued Labs. Your help means
these Labs are alive and happy. LEARN especially appreciates y@rogiy in challenging economic times as you
keep us going!

Carla Andres Kecia Doyle Michael Meyers, in honor of
Jeff & Vivian Aikin, in memory of  Wally Farwell, in Memory of his Cowboy Ice
JoJo buddies Norton & Codi Janet Mittelstaedt
Backcountry K-9 LLC Furry Friends Foundation Andrea Moen
Badger State HRC Mary Goltz Christopher Nervi
Brian Benko, in Memory of Alan Robert & Gwen Gorman Wallie Nettleton
Mittelstaedt & Jenny Cathy Gorski Chris Quillen
Bon-Ton Stores Julie Grosso Mary Rindo
Nancy Burton Elizabeth Grube, in Memory of Max Jeanne Schuett
Gina & Shawn Connor Carol Hinck Schuyler County Humane Society
Randy Coutre’ Georgene Hrdlicka Bill & Cindy Sites
Chet & Sue Cusick, in Honor of Penny Jones, in Honor of Stacy Dave & Patra Smith
Hoover's 12th b'day & Riley's Love's 40th B'day Cheri Stockhausen
10th b'day JoAnne Kovacich, in Memory of Lisa Torrey
Carson Daly & his sister Maura, in Cody Vernon Hills Animal Hospital, in
Memory of "Gunny" Fisher- Jay Kunstman memory of Bentley Heytow
McPeak Art Kurtz Nancy Witzigreute
Paula Deppe C. Lockwood
Cindy DeTrempe Janet McPeak
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Abbev and Mereditv's Stor ’ from she dropped it into the letter box at the post office. A
y ty y few days later, she asked if God had gotten the letter

an Unknown Source yet. | told her that | thought He had.

Yesterday, there was a package wrapped in gold
Our 14 year old Lab, Abbey, died last month. The  paper on our front porch addressed, "To Meredith," in
day after she died, my 4 year-old daughter Meredith an unfamiliar hand. Meredith opened it. Inside was a
was crying and talking about how much she missed hook by Mr. Rogers called, "When a Pet Dies" Taped
Abbey. She asked if we could write a letter to God s0to the inside front cover was the letter we had @amitt
that when Abbey got to heaven, God would recognizeto God in its opened envelope. On the opposite page
her. | told her that | thought we could, so she dictated was the picture of Abbey & Meredith and this note:
these words:

Dear Meredith,
Dear God,

Abbey arrived safely in heaven. Having the picture
Will you please take care of my dog? She died was a big help. | recognized Abbey right away. Abbey
yesterday and is with you in heaven. | miss her very sn't sick anymore. Her spirit is here with me just like
much. | am happy that you let me have her as my dogt stays in your heart. Abbey loved being your dog.
even though she got sick. | hope you will play with  Since we don't need our bodies in heaven, | don’t
her. She likes to play with balls and to swim. | am have any pockets to keep your picture in, so | am
sending a picture of her so when you see her. You sending it back to you in this little book for you to
will know that she is my dog. I really miss her. keep and have something to remember Abbey by.
Love. Meredith Thank you for the beautiful letter and thank your

' mother for helping you write it and sending it to me.

What a wonderful mother you have. | picked her
especially for you. | send my blessings every day and
remember that | love you very much. By the way, I'm
easy to find, | am wherever there is love.

We put the letter in an envelope with a picture of
Abbey and Meredith and addressed it to God/
Heaven. We put our return address on it. Then
Meredith pasted several stamps on the front of the
envelope because she said it would take lots of stampsove, God
to get the letter all the way to heaven. That aftemno

Happy Tails Books Working on Labrador Retriever Boo  k

One way to support dog rescue is to submit a story about your rescuedpdioghaise a book at
www.happytailbooks.comf you would like to have your rescued Lab featured in a book, pleastheis website
and submit your story via their submission form. Stories must be suththittigh their online form to insure an
author release form is properly completed. For more informatiease contact:

Kyla Duffy, Editor, Happy Tails Books: phone: 303-807-0412; fax 866-814-7k@&@ happytailsbooks.com
(Twitter: HappyTailsBooks; Facebook: Happy Tails Books group)

Our Labs Need Your Help !

Many dogs desperately need our help, including expe nsive medical care that drains our funds.
Donations are tax-deductible and are greatly apprec iated. LEARN and their Labs thank you!

| want to support the efforts of LEARN as they resc  ue homeless Labs and Lab mixes and place them in
permanent adoptive homes.

Name: Address

For donations of $50+, you may receive our printed newsletter. If you'd like to stretch your donation further by
receiving our Newsletter by email, please include y our email address here:

Please find my check for;_ $25.00 $50.00 $100.00 Othe r Amount $

Please mail to LEARN, PO Box 164, Island Lake, IL 60042 or donate at www.Labadoption.org via PayPal.
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Congrats to Labbies who found their new families!

Kodiak (Kody), Grady, Tuscan,
Ernie, and Pebblesadopted over
the last six months by Mitzi
Heytow. This happy pack of
seniors lives 24/7 Pawgust Fest.
Mitzi shows each of the seniors s
adopts when their name appears
the newsletter. Congratulations tg
all!

Rayne—Maria Ruete

Dasher—Edward & Kristen

Johnson

Dancer—Julie Edwards

Prancer —Paul & Joan Vetter
heComet—Michael & Barbara Felten
inBruno—rent & Nicole Olson

Fiona—Gary Harder & Roxanne

Dodds

January 2009
Leia—Michael & Pam Kalinosky

Poppy—Margaret & Enrique
Jimenez

Dixie—Caitlin Fritz
Yukon—William & Cynthia
Hetland

Crosby—Jack & Mary Beth
Hildebrandt

Buddy—Annette Donarski
Louie—Cynthia & Bill Sites
Cricket—Ben & Meredith
Browning

Bubba Louie-3deff Fuhrman
Mika—Andrew & Gayle Green
MacKenzie-Ban & Marie Hogan
Larry—Thomas & Jennifer Martin

February
Bailey—Curtis Cioni

Whiskey—aura Knipfer
Morgan—taura Knipfer

Luke—Paul & Beth Hardy
Hazel-Annemarie Hams
Ivan—Paul & Lisa Genson
Foster—Sara Kelley

Wendy Lou-ken & Debby Cain
Bear—Rich & Kelly Gullixon
Millie—Jennifer & Mario Starr
Boo—Lisa Melick
Jaycee-Brandy Helchen

March

Keni—Julie Baker
Blitzen—Mark & Joyce
Fleischmann
Cupid—Maureen Zell & Marc
Roehrle

Molly—Robert Fowler & Karen
Kirby

Mosey—Elizabeth Wozniak &
Matt Karwowski

Sam—3Jeff & Viv Aikin
Shadow—Kevin & Michelle
Mattingly

Max—dJulie VerHagen
Ellie—Patricia Caywood
Erin—Jodie & David Coughlin
Brownie—Kristin & Barton
Richter-Tope

Nora—Karla Thomas & Stacy
Beardsley

April

Holly—Marsha & Jerome Rather
Monty—Andrea Reynolds &
Andrew Wilkinson

Bo—Darrell & Sarah Townsley
Shamus-Scott & Laura McLeod
Amber—Adalberto & Karen
Justiniano

Grady—Chadwick & Yvonne
Brown

Charlie—Chuck & Myrna Wernick
Bart—Sharon Pringey
Mitchell—Larry LaLuzerne

May

Brooklyn—Terry & Heidi Doyle
Mabel—erry & Paula Blake
Mason—Nancy & Peter Montblanc
Jack—Ronny & Traci DuPuis
Jimmy—Matt & Monica Keough
Lia Sophia—3ames & Kathy
McKissick

Would you open your Heart and your Home to one of m

any in Need?

LEARN has helped over 1,400 Labs find their forever hgrimesmany more never have that opportunity. As you
read this, many Labs and Lab mixes, from puppies to semaitsin shelters and hope for a second chance before
their time runs out. LEARN can receive 7 calls in algiriay, each a request to help one or more Labs. Please
consider giving a Lab a second chance and foster a do¢.WERN’s support and guidance. See p. 2 for more info.
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LEARN Volunteers Inspire . . .This column introduces LEARN's volunteers and tells what
they do to save Labs and why. Our Labs have their own stories, and sovidunieers who help them.

Dan Schroeder first thought of
volunteering for a rescue group
when asked to be a disc jockey
for the Northern lllinois
Samoyed Rescue Assistance
charity dinner in Chicago. He
recognized the potential of such
an organization and sought — ,
involvement with one. His black

Lab mix Sadie directed his 9
search to a rescue for Labs and E

an interest in fostering. Dan washan with Sadi ... end with Baxter, one 30+ foster:

referred to LEARN and began volunteering in March, have met so many wonderful people who have given
2005. Over 30 foster dogs later (or 30+ lives saved!), their time, money, and patience to help a lab in need.
Dan continues to be a very proud, dedicated LEARN  Thank you. | want to challenge all LEARN members to
volunteer. donate $100 of their Stimulus package check to LEARN
so we can not only take in more labs, but also to cut the

' whether Dan has more talents or more . L
It's hard to say whether Dan has more talents or more high vet bills incurred for our fosters.”

involvement in his full and rich life. He teaches middle
school in the Rockford Public School District and also Dan says he looks forward to many years of being with
works as a Disk Jockey for Sound Explosion DJ Servicd EARN. “Without LEARN, these unwanted labs would
where he spends many a Saturday night playing songs have no place to go and would have to be put down. [I]
for diverse events. Dan volunteers for the Emergency wants to express his deepest thanks to all of the
Management Agency of Boone County and helps to  volunteers who have put in countless hours of love and
refill air tanks on the backs of firefighters at large devotion to give these labs a second chance.”
structure fires and to provide food and beverages for
firefighters on-site for long stretches. During the a
summer, Dan works as a relationship banker and teller 8];
Alpine Bank (but prefers golf).

Dan adds‘My heart fills with joy every time | can place
foster dog with his or her new parents. | am so proud
the work everyone does for this organization and am
truly grateful to be associated with hard working people.
With Sadie’s help, Dan has focused on fostering Labs. It brings a warm feeling whenever a plea is sent out and
Foster homes, the backbone of the organization, enablenumerous people pick up the challenge and commit
LEARN to exist and lives to be saved. Dan will travel a themselves to helping out these great labs.”

few hours to “meet and greets,” and has a strong passi

0 help homeless Labs find their best homes. Wan also deeply values how LEARN shares information.

When his Sadie was diagnosed with blastomycosis in

In June 2008, Dan wrote a letter to LEARN’s Board of 2006, he called out to LEARN volunteershad an
Directors and offered a challenge to all of the LEARN overwhelming response of advice, thoughts, prayers, and
volunteers. This is what it said... people opening their homes if | needed to stay overnight
due to the drive. | do not think | could not have kept my

Fostering labs is one of the most rewarding jobs composure if | did not have this support team. After

anyone can have, but can also be the most difficult. The” . ) .
most challenging foster lab makes us appreciate how %akln_g a break from fosterlrlg, Sadie had a full recovery
and is now back to normal.

much they need us; which is why | want to give back.
The check enclosed is my Economical Stimulus packageEARN Director: 1 don’t know what I'd do without
| am giving to LEARN. | cannot say how proud | am of Dan in my area. He’s just always there!

LEARN for doing a great job for all of the labs we take

. o Deepest thanks to Dan and Sadie!
in. 1 could not ask to be a part of a better organization. | P
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5th Annual Pawgust Fest

You're invited to the world’s best dog party! Pleas e join us for the fun, festivities, and reunion of  Labs.

Saturday, August 15th, 2009
11:00am-4:00pm
25775 St. Mary’s Road
Libertyville, IL

* Demonstrations include: agility/flyball, » Merchandise for you and your dog

search and rescue, and Fire Marshal - Doggy massages

* Lure course « Grooming services include: bathes,

* Animal communicator brushing, nail trimmings, and microchipping
* Swimming in the pool and pond * Pet photography
* Agility course » Food available for purchase

Admission: $10/person $15/family—All Breeds Welcome!
(Please only bring dogs that are well socialized and up to date on vexrshat

W LR LW LR LW LR LW LR LW LW

L.E.A.R.N.

PO Box 164

Island Lake, IL 60042

(847) 289-PETS (7387)
Website:www.Labadoption.org
E-mail: learndogs@Labadoption.org
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