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The Retriever 
Official Newsletter of the Labrador Education and Rescue Network 

Volume 4, Number 2, May 2003 

L.E.A.R.N.’s mission is to assist in the rescue of unwanted Labrador Retrievers by placing them in homes 

through fostering, adoption and referral. In addition, we strive to provide public education regarding 

Labrador Retrievers and to promote responsible ownership and the humane treatment of all dogs.     

 

Saving Butch 
Butch was a staff favorite at the shelter, and it‘s easy 

to see why.  But the shelter soon noticed Butch‘s 

eyes weren‘t quite right, and a vet suspected juvenile 

cataracts or worse and recommended he visit an eye 

specialist.  The shelter could not afford a specialist 

and doubted anyone would adopt Butch due to his 

eye problem, so they contacted L.E.A.R.N.  

L.E.A.R.N. took Butch to UW‘s Veterinary 

Teaching Hospital, where eye specialists discovered 

Butch has Chondrodysplasis, a congenital skeletal 

 

malformation 

(canine dwarfism) 

with associated eye 

problems called 

retinal dysplasia 

along with genetic 

cataracts and 

genetic optic nerve 

malformations.  

Translated, this 

means that Butch‘s 

front legs are 

shorter than his 

hind legs so he has 

a slight ―bulldog‖ 

stance.  Luckily, 

this doesn‘t get in 

the way of with his 

love of running and 

playing with other dogs to his heart‘s content.  It also 

means that his eyesight is limited; surgery can 

correct the cataracts, but the other eye problems may 

cause eventual blindness.  Fortunately, Butch isn‘t in 

discomfort and, as many other blind dogs have 

shown, his great nose and hearing will make up for 

any loss of vision.  Once Butch is adopted, he will be 

able to L.E.A.R.N. his surroundings very well while 

he still has good vision. His special personality more 

than compensates for his genetic shortcoming.   

What caused his Chondrodysplasis?  In a phrase, 

―backyard Breeding.‖  Butch‘s parents should have 

had their eyes and hips checked and not been bred.   

Butch is lucky; many other dogs with congenital 

medical issues end up getting dumped by owners 

who don‘t want the vet expense or the hassle of 

special needs.  For dogs with medical needs, odds of 

adoption are slim, at best.  

Many L.E.A.R.N. labs are the product of 

irresponsible breeders and/or owners who see dogs 

as disposable.  (Responsible breeders follow the 

lives of the puppies they‘ve sold and screen those 

who purchase their dogs, so these dogs seldomly end 

up in a shelter or bad home).  Because each dog is 

uniquely special, Butch will become an 

indispensable family member to the right home; his 

foster home knows this and will make extra sure the 

adoptive home is every bit as special.  Are you that 

special someone who‘s meant to bond with Butch? 

Inside this issueéË Fred and Ethel Fly to Safety! Ë 5 Ways to Protect Your Dog from Cancer risk Ë A 

Moment for Seniors Ë Celebration of Adopted Dogs! Ë Children Help L.E.A.R.N. Dogs Ë New 

Columns—Ask Annie and Ain‘t Misbehavin‘ Ë L.E.A.R.N. Events Ë Tribute to Boone Ë More!! 
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Tribute to Boone 
Boone was welcomed into the loving embrace of 

L.E.A.R.N. and into our hearts on a warm spring 

evening in March.  For exactly one month he 

graced our world with his gentle presence before 

we sadly said goodbye on Easter Monday, 2003.   

Boone had an extraordinary spirit and was so 

good-natured.  The details of his life before 

L.E.A.R.N. are few and will remain a mystery.  A 

good Samaritan spotted him on the streets of 

Chicago, and her $2 bought his short but sweet 

lease on life from a stranger who said he had to get 

rid of the dog because his owner had been put in a 

 

 
nursing home.  

Despite his physical challenges Boone had an 

immense capacity to love.  He was a pure pleasure 

to care for, and he so perfectly assimilated into our 

hearts and our home it felt as if he had been with 

us forever.  In the end Boone was diagnosed with 

congestive heart failure, and although his body 

failed him, his spirit did not.  It is our greatest 

hope that we provided him the happiest days of his 

life in the month we knew him.  We loved him so 

and we used every opportunity to express that to 

him.  His reaction to us is comfort enough.  He 

knew...he knew how we loved him.   

 

Ask  

Annie 

Have a question for Ask 

Annie to answer?  

Please email Annie at 

labannie@yahoo.com 

Dear Annie: 

Recently my owner has been calling me "porky."  

Surely this can't be a reference to my ever growing 

figure?   --"Porky" Pepper  

Dear Annie: 

I used to be a lean athletic lab and lately I've put 

on weight.  I can't play as much, get tired and need 

more naps.  What's a guy to do???  --Tubby Taylor  

Dear Tubby and Porky:  

Unfortunately, labs are prone to weight gain.  Too 

many cookies and expert begging techniques! But 

you can change this!  First: see your vet to make 

sure thereôs not a medical reason for weight 

problems.  Then, DIET!!!  Ooooo, an ugly word 

but it need not be painful and can be enjoyable.   

 

My hints for shedding a pound or two are:  

1. Go on a well-balanced, high premium "LITE" 

dog food.  No generic grocery store stuff.  Just 

because it says ―lite‖ doesn't mean it tastes bad! 

2.  Cut down on cookies - try half a treat and save 

the rest for later.  I hate to say it, but you don't 

need a giant milkbone that could feed a 

miniature poodle for a week.  Everything in 

moderation. 

3. No junk food—chips, burgers, hotdogs and 

fries—from your human!  An occasional reward 

for a job well done is nice but not everyday! 

4. Try carrots – a yummy treat to fill you up. 

Better, they aren't fattening! Mom likes them 

because they come cut up in a little treat bag.  

5. EXERCISE, EXERCISE, EXERCISE - start 

with walks, play with another dog, swim, play 

fetch.  We labs are not couch potatoes, but some 

I know have eaten a few couches!  

Good health is key for living a long, happy life, for 

Labs and our humans.  Best to both of you for 

meeting your new goal this summer! 
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Special Education Project Helps Labs
If you‘ve seen L.E.A.R.N. at a dog event, you‘ve 

probably noted the special bags handed out to 

visitors.  Each one, tied with yellow, chocolate 

(colored) and black ribbons, contains a lifesaver 

candy, a dog treat, and information about 

L.E.A.R.N.  We extend a huge thanks to the core 

production crew who assembles the bags to help 

save Labs: Mrs. Natoli & Mrs. Peters' 2nd/ & 

3rd Grade class of Valley View Elementary 

School in McHenry, IL.  The crew produced 175 

baggies, both last autumn and this February.  

Some went to the Pet Show at Chicago‘s Navy  

 

 

The Finished Work 

  

 

Class with Honored Guests Shadow and SaM  

Pier and others, to the Chicagoland Pet Show. 

The children loved the project and thoroughly 

especially their canine guests,  SaM and Shadow.  

When asked what they liked best about the visit, 

the responses included watching the dogs play 

together, getting a kiss or a paw on the knee from 

one ot the dogs, and giving treats for tricks.  

They learned how dogs use their mouths for 

everything and are BIG when you meet them.  

They would love to teach a dog to play catch 

some day.  Thanks again to the entire 2
nd

/3
rd

 

Grade class—you‘re helping to save Labs‘ lives!

 

Fundraising Update 
100% of all proceeds help defray the cost of 

much needed medical care for our Labs! 

¶ During the month of May (that‘s NOW), you 
can purchase Hershey‘s candy at any 

L.E.A.R.N. event or by visiting our website.  

Selections include Reeses Peanut butter Cups, 

Kit Kats, Carmello‘s Krackle, and Twizzlers, 

each for $1.00. 

¶ Reminder: Help save Labs by participating in 

ongoing fundraising events.  Our website has 

info on programs benefiting L.E.A.R.N. at 

Panera Bread Company, Igive, and Pick n 

Save—We Care.   

¶ Just Labs Affiliate Program—New!  Subscribe 

or renew to this magazine celebrating Labs. 

You pay no additional cost, but L.E.A.RN.  

receives a commission for all subscriptions 

sold in our name.  Here‘s how:   (1) Email 

learndogs@yahoo.com and request a Just Labs 

subscription card or pick one up at any 

L.E.A.R.N. event OR (2) Contact Just  at 1-

800-447-7367, reference Program #A235 and 

subscribe directly.  For more magazine info, 

visit: www.justlabsmagazine.com. 

Thanks for your support!

mailto:learndogs@yahoo.com
http://www.justlabsmagazine.com/
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Recent Events 

Another Super Luncheon/Silent Auction 

L.E.A.R.N.‘s annual Spring Luncheon/Silent 

Auction on March 30 brought record breaking 

attendance of 56 people! The event raised almost 

$3,000 to help with labs‘ medical costs.  This 

year many adopters joined us and shared success 

stories of their four legged family member.  We 

loved hearing news of L.E.A.R.N. alums!   

Held for the first time at the Country Squire, 

Grayslake, IL, the excellent food and wonderful 

view added to everyone's enjoyment.  Over 60 

items were auctioned off to lucky bidders with 

nothing left over!  Items included a weekend stay 

at Olympia Spa & Resort in Oconomowoc, WI, a 

beautiful yellow lab print, an autographed 

football, a dog gift basket, and many more great 

items.  A very big thanks to all who donated 

auction items. You enabled our success! 

Also, special thanks to everyone who supported 

this event by attending, donating, bidding, 

soliciting items, and helping with set-up, clean 

up, and follow up.  Next year, our goal is to have 

100 attendees and many more auction items!  

What better way to spend an afternoon than with 

others who love to talk lab!  

 

L.E.A.R.N.'s Vet Conference a Great Success 
Labrador Education And Rescue Network 

brought 150 attendees to their first educational 

conference on April 19
th

.  The audience consisted 

of breed rescue specialists, shelter personnel, 

veterinary technicians and pet owners, and 

speakers came from UW‘s School of Veterinary 

Medicine, Pfizer Animal Health, and local 

veterinary offices.  Topics included vaccinations, 

hip dysplasia, cruciate ligament rupture, dental 

challenges, parasites, pain management, and 

more.  Vendor booths brought a variety of 

offerings, including dog bowl stations, a dog 

training facility, and natural pet products. 

L.E.A.R.N. thanks Pfizer Animal Health for so 

generously co-sponsoring this successful event.  

Their help enabled us to make a first effort 

become the high caliber conference that we‘d 

aspired to.  A special thanks to L.E.A.R.N. 

volunteers for making a smooth day for attendees 

and speakers: Joanne Boettin, Pat Caywood, 

Maggie Corson,  Lisa Genson, Penny Romasko, 

Donna Spangler, and Mary VanderBloomen. 

 

Laps for Labs Dog Walk Brings Great Fun 
L.E.A.R.N.'s first annual Laps for Labs Dog 

Walk was held on Saturday, May 3rd at Richard 

Bong State Recreation Area in Kenosha County.  

An enthusiastic pack of 50 doggy participants 

along with their many human walkers turned out 

for the 1.8 mile hike on Richard Bong's green 

nature trail.  In addition the walk, L.E.A.R.N. 

volunteers provided interested participants with 

information about the organization‘s adoption 

process and labs currently seeking loving homes.  

Dr. James Hardekopf and Vet Tech Sue Kulinski 

of Wind Lake Animal Hospital, L.E.A.R.N.'s 

volunteers and Vet Tech Kristi Carnahan 

provided services including microchipping, nail 

trimming, ear cleaning and doggy brushing.   

Participants could even ―lease‖ a lab or honorary 

lab for the walk if they didn‘t have one of their 

own to bring.  This program enabled dog lovers 

who don‘t have a dog of their own to participate 

in the walk while getting to know some great 

foster dogs and L.E.A.R.N. volunteers.   

All proceeds will be used to cover L.E.A.R.N.‘s 

ever increasing medical costs of bringing 

homeless labs into the L.E.A.R.N. foster 

program.   

A big thanks to all participants (human and 

canine), those who obtained sponsor dollars for 

their dog(s), and to everyone who volunteered at 

the event (donated time, products or funds) to 

help L.E.A.R.N.   Watch for info on the second 

annual Laps for Labs, planned for the fall, 2004!  

L.E.A.R.N. dog walk volunteers - Geno Beck, 

Joanne Boettin, Jennifer Queram, Kristi 

Carnahan, Kendra Steen, Pat Caywood, Erin 

Caywood, Diane Streck, Lisa Genson, Donna 

Spangler, Pam and Tom McManus, Lois Toll, 

Laura Walluck, Eileen Mislove, Jill Miller, 

Hollie Birch (web work) and Mary Beck (we 

couldn't have done this without your help!)
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A Moment for Seniors 
Senior Labs and almost Seniors are too often 

seen as disposable.  Humans dump them like 

empty containers.  Yet one look in their eyes 

shows you the wisdom they‘ve honed during 

their lives; it would be a privilege for anyone to 

learn from such a dog.  We can only hope that 

we‘ll be treated and valued during our golden 

years and not suffer the trauma of 

abandonment that these dogs experienced.  If 

you or someone you know would like to enrich 

your lives with one of these dear souls, or help 

in other ways, please contact L.E.A.R.N.! 

 

Bear, a Lab/Golden Retriever mix, is a 

beautifully mannered gent who‘s eager for the 

opportunity to be a devoted companion.  He‘s 

not rambunctious like a puppy but thrives on 

attention.  Bear needs a little medicine for minor 

health reasons and is easy to care for.  Bear only 

wants to love and be loved and is looking 

forward to finding his forever home. 

 

Remi, a pure-bred 10 yr-old, spent her days chained in 

the garage because her family decided they didn‘t have 

time for her.  She loves everyone she meets, creatively 

buried a bone in her foster mom‘s house plant, and 

more than tug-o-war and fetch, her game of choice is 

being vacuumed!  Even though she‘s pretty laid back, 

Remi would love to share her zest for life with 

someone special and has much to offer the right home. 

 

 

 

Molly‘s family moved overseas and left her 
behind, sad and confused.  They hadn‘t taken 

her to the vet for over two years.  She needs 

―special vitamins‖ each day to prevent seizures, 

but otherwise has good health.  She‘s active, 

loves being by your side, and other than a few 

woofs when someone comes to the door, she 

only barks at the washer during the spin cycle.   

Stormy, a 10-yr old pure-bred, loves to fool people 

into thinking she‘s really a teen-ager. Dumped at a 

shelter when her family moved, she was devastated to 

say good-bye to the children she‘d cared for over the 

years.  Stormy is great in the house, loves car rides and 

playing ball, and is fine with cats.  She loves everyone 

she meets and is eager to find a home where she can 

devote herself unconditionally.    
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Congrats to Labbies who found their new families! 
 

January Adoptions  
Chipper - Barb & Dan Kick  

Chloe- Dave & Shannon Lesko  

Echo - Beth Walsh  

Ernie - Kelley Hunziker  

Genevieve - Sandy Sands  

Hannah - Kristi Smith  

Hercules II J- Mark & Catherine  Gruen  

Hercules - Eric & Julie Grosso  

Jewel - Jim & Connie Rice  

Molly - Michael & Cathie Mann  

Onyx - Greg & Trisha Kechik  

Rugby - Duane & Jennifer Gallo  

Rhode - Craig & Virginia Welna  

Reba - Kurt & Jennifer Hopkins  

Rosa - Kelly Zimmerman  

Radar - David & Susan Ferguson  

Rusty - Amy Lex  

Reesa - Luke & Julie Janiak-Fenton  

 

Reily - Garrick & Debbie Gillette  

Roland - Ron & Keeley Wineka  

Trapper - Sheila Davidson  

Tyler - Lisa Theis 

 

 February Adoptions  
Buster - Dianne Mielke  

Checkers - Steven & Julie Wilke  

Dakota - Mark/Jane Gedde/Emery  

Dottie - Tim & Bridget Lang  

Ginger - Frank & Kathryn Hill   

Jake - Robert & Diane Rhodes  

Jake - Kristi Carnahan  

Jake - Jim & Molly Allen  

Lily Lu - Keith & Kathy Boeger  

Nelly - Sally Norton  

Sandee - Susan Mayer  

Woody - Bill & Sue Oakley 

 

March Adoptions  
Abby - Arta Gibson  

Scotch - Christine & Walter Byars  

BoBo - Dou & Leigh  Zadra  

Brownie - Richard Hulsey  

Chester - Brenda Henley  

Cotter - Clarence Borck, Jr.  

Grover - Brent & Pamela Bowgren 

Hershey - Martha Greco DVM  

Jackson - Jason Roen  

Macks - Jonathan/Susan 

Ciabotti/Graham  

Macy - John & Julie Mustard  

Murphy - Leslie & Dave Tumpach  

Oz - Tracy & David Haase 

Sammy  - Leslie & Dave Tumpach 

Scooter-John and Kari Held  

Sully - Michael/David Jarney/Albert 

 

Enormous Thanks! 
The following people generously donated money, supplies, time, or services to our wonderful rescued Labs:  

Jane Abramchik 

Alliance of Wisconsin Animal 

Rehoming Efforts 

Lois Bearjar 

Brian and Michelle Benko 

Lindsay Bewick 

Kent and Denise Blotter 

Robin Bone 

Sue Brouillette & Paul Schulte 

The Caspary Family 

Steve and Amy Corbisier 

Country Cut Crafts 

Chet and Susan Cusick 

Mr. and Mrs. Dencker 

Peggy DiPaolo 

Dog's Best Friend (Patricia 

McConnell) 

Polly Duchow 

Shawn Ehrke 

Elmbrook Humane Society 

Frank Farwell 

For Pet's Sake 

Furry Bistro 

Brian and Kristin Giangrego  

Linda Goad 

Julie Hapeman 

Christine Harris 

Charles Hauber 

Rev. Douglas Hauber 

Don and Judith Hayes 

George Heuvelman 

Mitzie Heytow 

Michael Hunt 

Debbie Jacobsen 

Julie and Jeffrey Janikowski 

Daria Javid 

Manucher and Lida Javid 

David and Billee Johnson 

Elizabeth Leary 

Pete and Lori Lemme 

Dr. Kathy Linn 

George Litke 

Marcelina Loayz 

Mark Loehndorf 

Richard and Virginia Maly 

Christina Mandeville 

John Markhoefer 

Meannine May 

Janet Mittelstaedt 

Kimberly Molley 

The Osthoff Resort 

Trish O‘Toole 

Elizabeth Pecora 

Petlicious Dog Bakery 

Pfizer, Inc. 

Donna Plaskin 

Kurt and Colleen Reiter 

Carol Rettig 

Renee Riggio 

Frederick Ruh 

Terri Schoepski 

Peggy Schuenemann 

Jean Schuett 

Roger and Kathy Schuring 

Doris Sikorsky 

Matthew and Lucille Syrek 

UW Veterinary School 

Peg Waters and Lyle Williamson 

Angela and Timothy Werner 
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Fred & Ethel Air Lifted 

Fred and Ethel, recently extracted from 

Springfield, Illinois, escaped the imminent horrors 

of an animal shelter.  Ann Fulkerson, a dedicated 

volunteer in Southern Illinois, identified Fred and 

Ethel as special labs that, if given a chance, could 

enrich the lives of many.  In her extensive effort to 

save Fred and Ethel, she contacted L.E.A.R.N. to 

see if there was room to take them in.  Last year, 

despite everyone‘s best efforts, L.E.A.R.N. was 

unable to find space for Bandit, another Lab Ann 

identified. Bandit was euthanized.  

 
(Ann with Fred, pilotôs friend Tom with Ethel) 

This time, L.E.A.R.N. could arrange a foster home 

for Fred and Ethel and also keep the devoted pair 

together.  Fred and Ethel had been found running 

together, without ID, and no one claimed them.   

It‘s a long drive to Springfield, and arranging such 

a transport isn‘t easy.  By luck, a volunteer pilot 

offered an airlift.  Weather that April weekend 

presented complications, however.  

Thunderstorms brewed between Madison, WI, and 

Springfield, and cloud temperature brought icing 

risk. The thermal drafts of thunderstorms can tear 

wings off airplanes; ice, because it‘s heavy and 

changes the shape of the wing, can quickly make a 

plane fall out of the sky.  Saturday was a ―no-go‖; 

Sunday morning looked promising until it came.    

With weather worse than forecast, it was uncertain 

if the plane could reach Springfield.  The plan was 

to try. If necessary, the plane could do a ―180‖ and 

return safely to Madison (and pick up Fred and 

Ethel the next weather-permitting day).  The plane 

made it in and out of Springfield 20 minutes 

before thunderstorms enveloped the airport.  

Ann was there waiting with the pair, eager for  

their adventure.  

Fred and Ethel 

were quickly 

dressed in dog      

harnesses.  Ann 

helped the pair 

board, wished 

them well, and 

they were soon 

above 20,000‘, 

way above the 

ducks. The two 

loved the big 

flying car.  On  

(right, Fred in 

Window Seat 4B) 
 

 their best behavior, they did not need crates. For 

safety, their harnesses were attached to leashes and 

then to the plane‘s seatbelts.  This enabled them to 

move comfortably, but would protect them from 

turbulence or taking over the controls in the 

cockpit.  Fred‘s sharp nose quickly located all 

emergency rations on board, and he settled on one 

of the passenger seats with a good window view.  

Ethel curled up in the aisle and dozed. Both took 

advantage of the in-flight ear scratching service. 

Once in Madison, another volunteer transported 

them to meet their foster home.  Later that day, the 

two ran and played in a fenced backyard and their 

foster dad played ball with them.  They also love 

the comforts of indoor life.  Fred, suffering from 

entropion eyelids, a genetic condition  (result of 

―backyard breeding‖) in which the lids are turned 

under and irritate the eye with every blink, has 

now had his corrective surgery.  Fred and Ethel 

insist they stay together. This special pair was 

 

saved for a 

reason; they‘re 

waiting for their 

new home to 

find them. 

 

Ethel, left; Fred, 

right 
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Reducing the Risk of Cancer in Your Dog 
A scary fact: half of all dogs die from cancer.   
The Dr. Greg Tilford offers practical ways to 

minimize the risk of cancer for your dog and considers 
wellness from a broader perspective:  

First, pet food manufactures aim to make money, not to promote the longevity of your companion.  

Pictures/promises on pet food packages donôt reflect 

whatôs really in the food.  At best, foods contain 

byproducts of the human food industry; at worst, road 

kill, cancerous flesh, and enthanized animals.  

Chemical preservatives, rendered fats, and indigestible 

protein substitutes can lead to toxic accumulation of 

potentially carcinogenic waste.  Ingredient lists 

perplex us, so we don‘t know what‘s going in our dog.   

Second, keep your dogôs immune system healthy; the millions who die from cancers all share one 

thing: they are weak hosts that make cancerôs job easier.  

A strong immune system is the best way to prevent 

cancer.  Tilford explains ―that a healthy body actually 

contracts and eliminates cancer many times over the 

course of a lifetime, and that a strong immune system 

eliminates tumors in early stages of development 

before they can do harm.‖ 

Third, avoid feeding excessive carbohydrates; this could fuel growth of pre-existing cancerous tumors.  

Simple carbohydrates donôt cause cancer, but they 

may help fuel it because tumors require glucose, 

building blocks of carbos.  Avoid food that lists grains 

or grain byproducts in the label‘s first two sentences.  

5 steps to minimize cancer risk in your dog and maximize odds of a long healthy life: 

1. Optimize the Diet 

¶ Control ingredient quality with home prepared diets 
(simple, affordable, recipe books available)  

¶ Or, find a natural recipe commercial food—a brand 
well regarded by natural pet supply retailers 

¶ Make sure a specific meat is listed first (lamb, beef, 
etc.). No byproducts, meat meal, or digest! 

2. Avoid Chemical Preservatives 

¶ Avoid any food with: BHT, BHA, ethoxyquin (the 

worst!!), other chemical preservatives, or artificial 
colors—they‘re linked to cancer 

¶ Look for food naturally preserved with vitamin E or 

tocopherols, a natural E derivative 

3. Supplement with Essential Fatty Acids (EFAs) 

& Enzymes EFAs protect/build liver cells; maintain 

healthy skin, coat, joints; help the liver and immune 

system remove carcinogenic substances from the body. 

¶ Include highly digestible proteins and fats, fiber, 

and antioxidant/immune supportive vitamins and 

minerals.  (see Tilman‘s article for details) 

¶ Heat processing (canned, kibble, home cooked) and 

storage render EFAs inactive. Add EFAs yourself! 

Dogs need Omega 3 and 6 fatty acids 

¶ Add digestive enzyme powder to aid utilization of 

nutrients and optimize waste elimination that might 

otherwise build up or become toxic 

4. Clean up the Living Environment 

¶ Kitchen/bath cleaners, lawn/garden chemicals, 

building materials, cigarette smoke, fumes from 

new carpets increase cancer risk. Chemical 

herbicides/pesticides harm dogs daily.  Nose to the 

ground, they breathe and lick it. With shorter 

lifespans/higher metaboloic rates they are killed 

much faster than we are. 

¶ Little is known about long-term effects from 

pesticides that most pets encounter daily 

­  Organiophosphates, carcinogenic chemicals in 

dozens of weed killers, link to lymphoma 
(prevalent cancer in humans and animals) 

­  Bug sprays can stay in the environment for 

years—DDT, banned in 1977 is still found in 
water and soil samples   

¶ Dramatically improve the world for your dog: (1) 

Keep chemicals off your own lawn and garden and 

use non-toxic options.  Keep your dog far from 

neighbors‘ treated properties (2) Use vinegar and 

water, not ammonia-based glass cleaners; use citrus 

oil products in kitchen/ bath—they cut grease and 

kill harmful bacteria (3) Dispose of ―harmful if 
ingested or inhaled‖ products 

 

                                        (continued on next page)  
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(Continued from previous page) 

5. Reconsider Vaccinations 

¶ Vaccinations are controversial (why, how often, 

when?).  Many pet care professionals and drug 

researchers claim vaccines are key to prevent 
disease, but increasingly more experts disagree.  

¶  Some recommend building a strong, natural 
immunity through diet, exercise, and a clean, happy  

environment over vaccines.  Vaccines can confuse 

the immune system and, in turn, result in chronic 

allergies or other problems; they are risky when 
pre-existing health conditions are present 

¶ Check with your vet and local shelter to assess the 

real risks for your dog.  Space out vaccines and 

allow several weeks in-between each one to reduce 
the immune system‘s burden.  

Sources: Gred Tilford,  ―The Big ‗C‘: 5 Steps that Help Reduce risk of Cancer,‖ Animal Wellness, Vol 5, #2, 4/7/03;  Ann Martin, 

Foods Pets Die For; Natural Resource Defense Council (www.nrdc.org); Animal Cancer Center (www.cancercure.colostate.edu).  

 

Ainõt Misbehavinõ 
Cousteau, a 4 year-old lab who has used positive 

reinforcement methods to train very difficult 

humans, has successfully led them to earn his CGC 

and FDCh titles.  He hopes to take them through 

obedience competitions soon. Send Cousteau 

questions at learnbehavior@yahoo.com. 

 

Dear Cousteau,  

I often find myself getting so 

excited around my owner that I 

jump up.  Sometimes I want 

attention, sometimes I want food, 

and sometimes I‘m just happy!  

My owner yells at me, but I don‘t 

know what else to do to show that 

I want something. 

 

    --Jumping for Joy in Pewaukee, WI 

 

 

Dear Jumping for Joy, 

I, too, used to jump all over the place.  My ignorant 

human could not learn that jumping meant I wanted 

something.  I was at my wit‘s end.  One day my 

owner stood there, staring at me as I jumped all 

over, desperately hoping her tiny human mind 

might understand.  She just looked at me, as if 

waiting for something.  Frustrated, I sat down.  The 

instant I sat down, she made happy noises and gave 

me what I wanted!  Soon I noticed my human 

looking at me and waiting more often; for example, 

if I wanted my dinner, when it was time for my 

leash, to get treats or attention, and before I got out 

of my crate.  Since my limited human couldn‘t 

understand jumping, I began to sit automatically 

whenever I wanted these things.  She understands 

this and I get things much quicker when I sit down.  

Occasionally I‘ll still test her and jump to see if 

she‘s learned.  She just gets that blank expression 

and looks at me until I sit, so now I sit 

automatically whenever I want something.  It took 

a week to figure this out, but it works well now. 

 

We Need Your Help!  
Many dogs desperately need expensive medical care 

and that drains on our finances.  Please help!  

Yes! I want to support the efforts of the Labrador Education and Rescue Network (L.E.A.R.N.) as they 

rescue homeless Labrador Retrievers and Lab mixes and place them in permanent adoptive homes.  

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Please find my check for:____$10.00  ____$25.00 ____$50.00   ____Other Amount: ________ 

All donations are tax-deductible. All dogs thank you! 

http://www.nrdc.org/
http://www.cancercure.colostate.edu/
mailto:learnbehavior@yahoo.com
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Special Thanks to Dr. Linn and UW Vet School! 
 

One day Codi went for a walk with his family, 

came home, lay down, and couldn‘t get up again.  

Codi‘s vet sent him to UW‘s Vet School where he 

needed emergency back surgery for two ruptured 

disks.  Post-surgery, Codi couldn‘t move his hind 

quarters at all and needed around-the-clock 

nursing care to function.  L.E.A.R.N. has been 

helping him heal.  

Dr. Linn at the Vet School generously donated a 

super-deluxe K-9 cart so that Codi could become 

mobile.  At Laps for Labs on May 3
rd

, Codi was 

the hit of the welcoming committee as he wheeled 

himself around to greet everyone (see photo; his 

―apron‖ is for sun protection).  Codi is beginning 

to get some movement back in his hind quarters 

and we‘re all cheering for him to make a full 

recovery!  Thank you to Dr. Linn for Codi‘s fancy 

new wheels! And big thanks to Dr. Schmeidt and 

Lisa Weisner were also integral in saving this 

wonderful guy‘s life! 

 

 L.E.A.R.N. 

PO Box 164 

Island Lake, IL 60042 

(847) 289-PETS (7387) 

Website: www.labadoption.org 

E-mail: learndogs@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Fun Upcoming Events! 

When? What? Where? 

¶ Saturday, May 17th ,  1 - 9 pm   

AND 

     Sunday , May 18th , 10 am – 3 pm 

¶ Adoptathon—meet foster dogs and 

volunteers.  (Our normal adoption 
procedures will be followed.) 

¶ Elm-Brook Humane Society,    
Brookfield, WI 

¶ Saturday,  May 24
th

   

11 am - 2 pm   

¶ Meet foster dogs and volunteers and 
learn about L.E.A.R.N.! 

¶ Three Dog Bakery,   
Madison, WI 

¶ Sunday, June 8th  ,  

10 am - 3 pm 

¶ Dog Fest 2003, sponsored by Mounds 

Pet Food Warehouse 

¶ Alliant Energy Center             

Madison, WI 

 

http://www.labadoption.org/
mailto:learndogs@yahoo.com

